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“Yea, Thou dost light my lamp; the Lord my God lightens my darkness...” (Psalms 18:28)

Pastoral Reflection:
“The Offending Icon”
Fr. Mark Sietsema

Back in February our parish hosted the annual
Lansing Interfaith Day. It was a brilliant success,
thanks to the planning and hard work of our
Philoptochos Sisterhood and our Interfaith
Committee members. I must tell you, though,
that I was sweating bullets before the event—all
throughout my vacation, in fact.

Why? Because I knew that the theme of the
year, “Sacred Art” would be potentially
problematic for our Jewish neighbors. In
particular, our shining new iconography provides
one of the sharpest contrasts between Christian
and Jewish understandings of the Second
Commandment, the one against idolatry. The
icon of our parish, “The Hospitality of Abraham,”
with its three angelic visitors in whom we see a
foretokening of the Holy Trinity: would this offend
our invited guests? Would they be scandalized
that we took a story from the Hebrew Bible and
made of it a picture of God visiting mankind?

By the end of the day, however, it seemed quite
the opposite. I sensed a blossoming among all
traditions of the mutual respect and
understanding that is the highest goal of
Interfaith Day. Some said it was the best
Interfaith Day in living memory. It was certainly
the most fulfilling one that I have taken part in.
And I had no sense that “The Hospitality of
Abraham” offended our visitors.

But that’s not the end of the story. …

As the host pastor, I ended the day with a tour
of our church and a Q&A session on our faith. A
couple dozen attendees stayed to quiz me more
on the icons. I opened the Royal Doors and
brought them close to see the layout of the altar
and the icons therein. It was then that the real
offending icon would become known!

“Who are those men?” asked a visitor. I
explained the importance of the four hierarchs
on the back wall: their place in the prayer
traditions of the Church and in the dogmatic
development of Christianity. “And which one
again is Saint John Chrysostom?” asked the
guest politely. I pointed out his icon, just to the
right of the Holy Table, as well as the relic case
on the wall of the nave.

“I’m sorry to say, but it bothers me a little to
see an icon of him here,” the guest from the
synagogue said quietly. “He wasn’t so good to
my people.”

Ah! I, who had sweated so long and hard to
think about a gentle but cogent way to explain
our Orthodox conception of the possibility of
representing God through the visual arts, … I
had missed the boat! Neither the Holy Trinity
nor Christ the Light-Giver nor the Pantokrator
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nor the Platytera Virgin Mary with Christ-child
would be the offending icon this day! It was Saint
John Chrysostom’s bearded, tonsured visage that
was hurtful.

Now … what should I say to this: “He wasn’t
so good to my people”?

One must say the truth. “No,” I replied, “He
wasn’t. I know. I’m sorry.” And I am genuinely
sorry. Sorry that Saint John said the things he
said, sorry that the Orthodox Church, love as
we should this man of God, has done too little to
distance itself from some of his words, or from
the way his words have been used in later times
to justify anti-Semitic atrocities.

For you see, Saint John Chrysostom was a bigot
when it came to Jews. He said some hateful things
about them, and more than a few times. There is
no denying it. There is no explaining it away: “Oh,
he was just a man of his times … Such invective
was the standard for rhetoric back then… his real
target wasn’t Jews but rather Christians who were
attracted to Jewish customs ….”

I have read Saint John’s own words. (I cannot
reprint a sample here.) And I have seen all the
Orthodox exculpations. And it doesn’t wash.
Because no matter how you slice it, Saint John
did not say what he said out of love. And that’s
the bottom line for Christianity.

Did Jesus Christ say some hard things about
the Jewish people and their leaders? Absolutely!
Did the prophets before him call the Jewish
people names, condemn them, castigate them?
Most certainly! But they did so to their own
people, to their faces, and out of a desire to
change them, to save them from themselves.
Saint John did not direct his invective at the Jews
themselves, but at Gentiles. And so his interest
in saying these things was not to help the Jews,
but to arouse rejection of them.

This was vile. And we need to be willing to tell
our Jewish neighbors that we think so. Calling
Saint John a saint does not mean that we think
he lived a perfect life. None of the saints did, and
if you read the prayers Saint John himself wrote
for Communion, you see that he did not consider
himself sinless—far from it!

And yet … I would like to think that the anti-
Semitic words of Saint John Chrysostom (which
few of us know about because the Church does
not rehearse them in any context) must be
weighed against the truly Christlike sentiments
of the prayers and petitions that he taught us to
pray nearly every liturgy. For me—and I am sure
for many Orthodox people—these prayers are the
really formative legacy of Saint John.

And they are a legacy of love, a legacy of
worshipping a God who is universally
philanthropos, “One who loves the human race.”
Such a God plays no favorites. He loves the
Greeks as much as He loves Dutch as much as
He loves the Maori as much as He loves the Jews.
We are all His children: how could He not love
us all? It is this vision of God that emerges most
brilliantly from the writings of Chrysostom. The
Nazis would have done what they were going to
do whether there was anti-Semitism in
Chrysostom to quote or not. But there are many
of us who might not have been touched by the
pure vision of God’s love were it not for Saint
John Chrysostom’s Divine Liturgy. I would ask
our Jewish neighbors to consider whether
perhaps they might judge Saint John, not by his
own failings, but by the virtues that he inspired
over the centuries in repentant bigots (of all
stripes) like you and me.

In this spirit of universal philanthropia I wish
you and your loved ones all a beautiful
celebration of Holy Week and a Glorious
Resurrection celebration. Kali Anastasi!

And a Final Timely Postscript …

As we approach Holy Week this month, it
behooves us to address a very important issue
on the point of anti-Semitism. There are a few
times, especially on Holy Thursday evening,
when the hymns of Holy Week seem to pin the
blame for Christ’s death on the Jewish people.
That most-loaded word—”Christ-killer”—even
appears in the original Greek a few times:
Christoktónos.

We must be very clear with one another—and
with our neighbors—about what we mean by this.
The Jews did not kill Christ: the Romans did. Or
rather, we all did, for He came to bear the sins of
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the world, including yours and mine. And so
when we read of the “Christ-killing race” in the
hymns, we are reading about ourselves. We are
the scribes and Pharisees. We are the hypocrites.
We are the faithless and adulterous generation.
We are the Christ-killers. This is the Orthodox
Christian way to read the text.

Having said that, I would like to hope that when
a Great and Holy Ecumenical Council of
Orthodox hierarchs next meets (Lord willing, and
He alone knows when it might be …), the issue
of the inflammatory language in our texts could
be addressed. As Christ shows in His Sermon
on the Mount (especially in Matthew 5:21-48),
even words with the holiest intentions—even the
Word of God from the mountaintop!— must be
put aside and replaced with different language if
these words are commonly being misunderstood
and misapplied.

Parish Council
by Stella Economy

The Parish Council wishes everyone in the
community a blessed Lenten period and joyous
Pascha!

The Parish Council strives to keep you
informed on what is happening in and around
the community as outlined below.

Stewardship and Budget

We have 198 pledge units for a total of
$229,039.00 pledged for the year 2008.
Included in this issue is a Stewardship form
for your convenience.

Parish Council Update
We received a notice from our snow plowing
company that they were out of salt for the
remainder of the season. A plea went out to
the community and thanks to the generous
donation of several bags of rock salt from
Jan Stajos and George and Mary Ann
Mansour, we are able to make it through
the rest of this long winter.
A special thank you to Nick Garyet of Nick
and Nick Classic Wines Limited for his

ongoing donation of communion wine.
A gift of a Heart Start On Site Defibrillator
was donated by Dr. Tom and Liz Alexander,
son of Helen Alexander and brother to Mike.
A team of parishioners will be trained in its
use. This is a valuable first aid tool, and we
thank Tom and Liz for their generous
donation to our community.
On the Sunday of Orthodoxy, Father Mark
with the blessings of the council presented
beautiful icons to two parishioners who
have used their time, talents, and treasures
to help beautify our sanctuary. Both George
Sinas and Michael Karagoulis were
presented with icons hand painted by
iconographer George Filippakis for their
outstanding job of overseeing the
iconography project that has spanned over
ten years. George was instrumental in
forming the iconography committee while
Michael oversaw all the construction issues,
often doing much of the labor himself.
The Parish Council is considering several
lighting options for the sanctuary as
presented by lighting consultant Gary
Steffy.
Also under consideration is a much need
sprucing up of the men’s and women’s
restrooms in the social hall wing.
The Greater Lansing Food Bank is still in
need of monetary donations. Envelopes are
available on the table in the lobby.
Have you signed up for the Meijer
community awards program? It’s easy to
sign up. Contact Mary in the office for
details.

Agape Dinner
The Parish Council Cordially invites you and
your family to join us in celebration of our
Lord’s Resurrection at our Agape dinner,
immediately following midnight services,

 Saturday, April 26
Join us in fellowship at this annual event
Menu will include Lamb, rice and sliced

vegetables
Donations for the dinner are welcome
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St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival
by Stella Economy

Each year Holy Trinity participates in the Metropolis of Detroit St. John Chrysostom Oratorical
Festival. This year’s local festival took place on Sunday, February 24th after the liturgy.

Ten speakers participated this year. Maura Grimm, Andrea Krantz and Mark Brown participated in
the Junior division, while Anna Danigelis, Sam King, Amy Chammas, Barbara Grimm, George
Chammas, Erica Krantz and Sarah Grimm participated in the Senior Division.  Representing Holy
Trinity at the District level festival in May at Holy Cross in Farmington Hills will be Mark and Erica. 

All our speakers are to be congratulated for their fine speeches.  Thank you to all the parents of the
speakers and Sunday school teachers Mary Brown, Eric Haynie and Jan Munk for helping prepare
the students.  Also, thank you to our judges; George Mansour, John Takis, Angela Vlahakis and
timekeeper, Christina Munk.
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Philoptochos
by Mary Volakakis

Our March 2nd coffee hour that was in support
of IOCC netted $227 for that group. Thank you
to the people who have been hosting the repasts
after Friday Salutations. These started on March
14th and continue through April 11th.

Please mark your calendar for the April 6 coffee
hour, which will focus on our new project, a
Memorial Garden. The next general meeting is
scheduled for April 7 at 7.p.m. Gus Kavalaris
will be the speaker at the OPA Gathering on April
17. The small pans of ready-to-bake pita for sale
by Philoptochos will be ready to be picked up
the week of April 13. A lunch and special event
is planned for May 10.

The Epitaphios and sanctuary will be decorated
Holy Friday and Holy Saturday. Your donations
for the flowers are greatly appreciated.

Dee Vosovic and Mary Volakakis, Philoptochos’
representatives to the Greater Lansing Interfaith
Day Committee, thank all the women and men
from Holy Trinity who worked on this citywide
event, making it a huge success. To mention just
a few of these truly dedicated folks we give our
thanks to the couple who arrived at 7:30 a.m.
on this blustery day to put the coffee (and the
heat) on; to the gals who poured coffee and tea
and smiled a warm welcome as guests arrived at
registration at 8:30 a.m.; to the gentleman who
greeted the speakers and helped them set up
their equipment, to the businessman who
donated food; to the two ladies who individually
and personally made the delicious desserts, to
the person who made everything spic and span
before and after the event, to the crew of people
who prepared the food, and to those who served
it, to the parish council who supported this
endeavor, to Father Mark and to Presbytera
Kathy, gracious hosts, for circulating among the
guests during the luncheon making sure
everyone felt welcome. It was an inspiring,
exhilarating day from Father Mark’s talk to the
closing refrain of God Bless America.

Philoptochos wishs you a continued prayerful
and solemn Lent, and a joyful Easter.

.

Philoptochos Scholarships
Philoptochos is offering two

scholarships for K-12 students who wish
to participate in the Odyssey Greek School
Program for the school year 2008-2009.
Interested parents who wish to apply for
a scholarship for their child(ren), please
contact Father Mark.

Philoptochos is offering two
scholarships for the Rose City summer
camp program 2008.  Interested parents
whose child(ren) wish to participate may
contact Father Mark to apply.

Prayers for the Sick
Marina Lahanas Maria Mangopoulos
Deb (Colovos) Caton Carol Jones
Rosemary Gavrilides Mary Kotsifis
Pauline Geovanes MaryAnn Mansour
Ethna Haggerty Chrisoula Limber

Religious Education
by Stephanie Haynie

Sunday School has a Lenten project, please
help us!  We are collecting money for Heifer
International.    This organization provides gifts
of livestock for impoverished families.  Each
Sunday the teachers will collect any money that
the kids bring.  By the end of Lent we are hoping
to have collected enough to donate several
animals.   Sunday School will contribute $100.00
that we collected from our last coffee hour.   For
more information look for the informational flyer
or contact Ellen Karagoulis.

Important Dates
April 19 Saturday of Lazarus Liturgy, Pancake

Breakfast, Confessions and Palm Folding
April 27 Holy Pascha—Easter Egg Hunt -

Immediately following the Agape service



6 April 2008

Odyssey
by George Lafkas and Zana Litos

Poikilia and a Classic Movie
Thank you goes out to all of you who attended

the Poikilia and a Classic Movie fund raiser that
was chaired by Anastasia Kimbouris. Great food
and a good movie were shared by all.

Greek Independence Day Program
Congratulations to all of the Odyssey students

who participated in the program celebrating
Greek Independence Day. A special thank you
goes to Dr. Zana Litos for her work with the
students in their preparation for this event that
was enjoyed by our Holy Trinity Community.

Greek Independence Day Parade in Detroit
Odyssey students will be participating in the

Greek Independence Day Parade in Detroit on
Sunday April 6, 2008. If you are interested in
joining the group contact either Dr. Zana Litos
at 282-3415 or George Lafkas at 351-3121.

Loukoumathes, Sunday, April 13, 2008
The Odyssey Program will be preparing

loukoumathes for the after church coffee hour
on April 13, 2008. Please join us in this year’s
last Odyssey Program fund raising activity.

Greek Dances at Holt High School
On Thursday, March 27th the Modern Greek

Class of MSU and Odyssey College Students were
invited to make a Greek Culture and Language
Presentation at the World Language Day Activity
of Holt High School, from 12 to 1:00 pm.

The Presentation emphasized the diverse
nature and the welcoming spirit of Greek Culture,
and its potency of bringing people together. The
presentation was followed by Greek traditional
dances performed by the students of Modern
Greek Class of MSU and Odyssey College
students.

The whole presentation was very successful.
Students and teachers of Holt High School joined
the dynamic Greek dances and shared moments
of joy and friendship with us.

A big thank you goes to our students.

AHEPA
by Phillip Frangos

AHEPA is holding a regular chapter meeting
at East Lansing’s Coral Gables Restaurant at
9:00 p.m. on Saturday, April 5.  In response to
the demands of members, meetings are
infrequent and short, generally not lasting more
than 90 minutes. Take the opportunity to join
your fellow members for breakfast on a fine
spring morning to discuss some of the chapter’s
upcoming events and plans.

AHEPA will honor this year’s high school
graduates in conjunction with the Palm Sunday
Fish Plaki Dinner on Sunday, April 20. The
annual Fish Plaki Dinner and the Graduate
Reception have become traditional events in our
community which are eagerly anticipated by the
parishioners of Holy Trinity.

This year the graduates to be honored include
George Chammas, Amber Cooper, Michael Farran,
Barbara Grimm, Philip Karagoulis, Ryan Lennox,
Robbie Neros, Tayler Spellis, John Vlahakis, and
Stephanie Vlahakis. Those graduates submitting
essays as requested by AHEPA will qualify for
scholarships ranging from $500.00 to $100.00.
Plan on attending the Fish Plaki Dinner
immediately after the Palm Sunday Liturgy.

Once again AHEPA is sponsoring a Night with
the Lugnuts at Lansing’s Oldsmobile Park.  Thirty
tickets have been reserved for the game set for
7:30 p.m. on Saturday, May 31.  Tickets cost
$9.00.  AHEPA’s allotment of tickets have been
sold out every year.  Don’t miss out.  Contact
Nick Limber who is in charge of ticket
distribution this year by calling him at 482-2202.

Condolences
To George Vatsis and Varvara Pasiali on

the passing of George’s father Nick Vatsis in
Salt Lake City

To Koula Curtis and family on the passing
of her husband Michael on March 22. May
his memory be eternal!
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Inter-Faith Day
by Manya Constant

The annual event of Inter-Faith Day was held
at our Church on Tuesday, February 26. 

The idea came about a long time ago, when a
small group of women of different faiths met
together to discuss their beliefs in an attempt
to eliminate religious prejudice.  38 years later
the group has grown and over 200 people from 4
major faiths meet and visit together in love and
fellowship. 

The all day program consists of speaches given
by representatives of the Catholic, Protestant,
Jewish and Orthodox religions on a common
theme, a lunch and usually a musical program. 
This year’s topic “ Sacred Arts in our Faith
Traditions”  couldn’t have been more
appropriate.  Father Mark, surrounded by our
newly installed Iconography, talked about the
meaning of the icons, the holy figures
represented and explained their importance in
the Orthodox worship. 

The lunch was delicious and efficiently served
by a large group of Philoptochos women and the
music and songs provided by our choir as well
as the neighboring Pattengill Middle School Choir
were very enjoyable.

The program ended with a presentation of
flowers to Dorothy Silk, one of the founders of
Inter-Faith, in honor of her inspiration and all
her efforts and contributions.

Attending this event is definitely a very
rewarding and educational experience.  February
24, 2009, it will be hosted by Congregation
Shaarey Zedek and we are all ecouraged to
attend.

Congratulations
To Andy and Kelley Tassopoulos on the

baptism of their daughter Lydia on March 9.
To Angie Stimac and her fiancé Stamati

Stathopoulos on her baptism on March 9.
To George and Shelley Lahanas (and sister

Eleni) on the birth of Marina on March 14 at
University Hospital in Ann Arbor.  Please
pray for baby Marina as she recovers from
postnatal surgery, as well as for the entire
family.

Legs of Spring
Lamb for Sale

After the success of last year, spring legs
of lamb will be sold once again.  Uncooked
and fully cooked legs of lambs are available.
The legs average 7-8 pounds and will sell for
$30.00 for uncooked, and $40.00 for fully
cooked legs.  Orders can be placed by calling
Mary at the church office at 482-7341.
Please specify either uncooked or cooked.

Uncooked legs of lambs will be available on
Palm Sunday, while the cooked legs will be
available the evening of Saturday, April 26.

Announcement
Bess Stamatakos will hold a presentation/

lecture/reading of her published novel, TEA
LEAVES AND DREAMS, at the  Hope Borbas
Okemos Library,  Thursday , May 15, 7:00-
8:30 p.m.  The event is open to the public.
Bess would be delighted to have the company
of as many of our parishioners that are able
to attend.  Please mark your calendars.
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CHANGES TO THE PARISH DIRECTORY
Parishioners, please make a note of these updates/changes to your directory.

-Baryames, Chris & Betty, phone correction 517-482-5789
-Binioris, Steve & Bonnie, add their son Alexander
-Haggerty, Ethna, Florida address phone correction (321)784-1712
-Kaliyanakis, Andreas, new address -114 Bell Street, Lansing 48906
-King, Jon & Bonnie, new email address – bonniejking@sbcglobal.net
-Lahanas, George & Shelley, add their daughter Marina
-Pascalenos, Peter & Beverly, phone correction 517-694-0583
-Peaney, Elise, new address-1115 East Mt. Hope, Lansing 48910
-Peaney, James & Karen, new address-1115 East Mt. Hope, Lansing 48910
-Rahib, Huda & Margo, phone correction 619-840-4738
-Stajos, Cynthia, new email address – cstajos@hotmail.com
-Stathopoulos, Stamati, new address-1536 Hitching Post, E. Lansing 48823
-Vlahakis, Angela, new phone number 517-927-3743
-Vsetula-Osborn, Sarah & Nate, new address-2940 International Drive, Apt. 231B, Ypsilanti,

MI  48197

Missing Michigan Parishes

St. George Assumption
16300 Dix Toledo Highway 21800 Marter Road
Southgate MI  48195 St. Clair Shores, MI  48080
(734) 283-8820 (586) 779-6111
FAX (734) 238-8866 FAX (586) 779-8369
Stgeorgech@ameritech.net www.goassumption.org






