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“Yea, Thou dost light my lamp; the Lord my God lightens my darkness...” (Psalms 18:28)

Pastoral Reflections
Fr. Mark Sietsema

I will never forget a story that my professor of
ancient Greek once told our class at the University of
Michigan. He had an English friend who was an
archaeologist specializing in ancient inscriptions. This
friend traveled to Greece after World War II to do some
research on a set of ruins.

Alas for this friend, the Greek Civil War was just
getting into full swing. One day while he was at work
in the field, the Englishman found himself surrounded
by a band of Communist insurgents. They took him
captive and led him bound to a nearby farmhouse.
He was locked up in a back room while the rebels
gathered in the front room to debate his fate. Half of
the rebels said they should hold the foreigner for
ransom; half said they should simply kill the intruder
and be done with it. For hours on end the argument
raged bitterly back and forth: murder or money? blood
or profit? (The insurgents must have assumed that
the Englishman could not understand them, but in
fact his grasp of the ancient language allowed him to
follow well enough their discussion of his dim
prospects!)

At long last the fierce wrangling was interrupted:
another rebel was reporting back to base. His daylong
search for food had turned up only two eggs. Now a
new question was put to the group: who should get
the eggs? In this matter, however, agreement was
immediate and unanimous. The eggs must of course
be served to the guest!

This story gives a marvelous insight into the
Mediterranean ideal of philoxenia, “hospitality.” One
of the highest ideals of the ancient world, and still
one of the great virtues of Mediterranean culture, is
the code of courtesy that one extends to guests, both
the invited and the uninvited. Whatever else might
be happening in one’s life, the claims of hospitality
take precedence over everything whenever a guest
shows up at the door. Homer in The Iliad takes great
pains to describe in poetic detail the kind of treatment

that Odysseus received from different hosts … and how
the gods and goddesses rewarded those hosts for said
treatment! For the ancient Greeks, hospitality to the
stranger was more than a civil pleasantry: it was a
sacred duty enforced by the powers on Mount Olympus.

In fact, the Greek gods didn’t mind exercising a little
“quality control” over hospitality among humans. There
are many stories from classical literature of the gods
taking human form and showing up on someone’s
doorstep to test his reception of a stranger. Perhaps
the most beautiful example is the tale of Baucis and
Philemon, a wife and husband who entertained Zeus
and Hermes. These aging spouses were the only ones
in their whole village to show friendship to the disguised
outsiders. The gods therefore granted their wish to
remain together forever in life and in death, when they
were transformed into two trees whose branches
intertwined in an eternal embrace.

Does this tale sound vaguely familiar? It should!
The icon that greets you in the center of the church
lobby AND at the icon stand in the narthex AND in
the second position on the iconostasis is a depiction
of a similar story from the Scriptures. The name of
this icon is E Philoxenia tou Avraam, “The Hospitality
of Abraham.” It illustrates the story told in Genesis
18, when the LORD came to Abraham and Sarah in
the form of three angelic visitors, who were received
graciously by the aging couple. (The Orthodox Church
uses this icon to express its belief in the Holy Trinity:
one Godhead in three persons.) Thereafter, two of the
angels head for Sodom, where Lot, the nephew of
Abraham, receives them kindly. The men of the city,
however, clamor to use the strangers sexually. The
quality of hospitality is rewarded in each case: Lot
and his daughters are led to safety, while the
Sodomites receive fire and brimstone from the sky.

Our modern mindset often dismisses the story of
Sodom and Gomorrah as a moralistic fairy tale. The
Bible, however, has a more sober take. “Let brotherly
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love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to
strangers, for thereby have some entertained angels
unawares,” says the writer to the Hebrews (13:1-2).
Jesus Christ Himself takes this idea one step further.
Not only do some strangers come as God in disguise;
every stranger that comes into our life is Christ Himself.
And Christ will be the one to reward us in a way that
matches our treatment of him (Matthew 25: 35, 43).

I have had many occasions in recent months to
think about that English archaeologist and his two
eggs. (The rebels eventually just let him go, after which
he lived to dine out on this story for years thereafter.)
The reason I think about it so much is that I am
finding myself inundated by expressions of interest
in our Orthodox Church like never before. Spiritual
seekers are calling, emailing, and dropping by almost
weekly. They come to visit our services. They come to
observe our fellowship. They come seeking a deeper
experience of God.

How do we receive them? In this parish, with the
image of The Hospitality of Abraham plastered all over
the place, how do we receive our guests?

Same question, new wording: how do YOU receive
them?

Do YOU seek them out and welcome them?
Do YOU take them by the arm to coffee hour and

sit with them?
Do YOU invite them to come back next Sunday?
Do YOU follow up with them later in the week?
Do YOU rejoice in the sight of new faces?
Do YOU support the use of languages in worship

that accommodate the needs of our guests and
not ourselves?

It’s not someone else’s job … it’s YOUR job. And
you will be rewarded by Christ according to the
measure of hospitality that you show.

There was a time in the life of our Greek Orthodox
parishes in America when, in the name of keeping
things Greek, a non-Greek visitors would be received
coldly. One parishioner — of Greek descent! — once
told me that as a college student she attended services
at a parish for a year before anyone ever spoke to
her. Unbelievable, and yet all too believable … for it
is all too human to want to keep all things to oneself.

If you know your Homer and your Aeschylus, you
realize that nothing could be more un-Hellenic! Far
better (and far more Greek!) to hand over the two
eggs of our own comfort and familiarity to the stranger
than to betray the code of hospitality out of stinginess
and self-centeredness.

“I was a stranger and you welcomed me,” says the
Christ (Matthew 25:35). How can we as a parish
welcome the rising tide of refugees from American
Churchianity who seek salvation in the embrace of
Orthodoxy? What are the two eggs we have to give?
Whether in the name of Hellenism or in the name of
Christ, give those eggs freely, and freely shall you be
rewarded!

Parish Council
by Stella Economy

June is the time when out thoughts turn to summer
time fun, vacations and “time off” from the routine.
There will be no “time off” this summer at Holy Trinity.
Vacation Bible School, remodeling of the Baryames
social room and new lighting for the sanctuary will
be just some of the projects that will be anything but
routine, not to mention our ‘Taste of Greece’
fundraiser, and participation in the East Lansing Folk
Festival. We hope you include Holy Trinity and
Sunday services in your summer time plans!

The Parish Council strives to keep you informed
on what is happening in and around the community
as outlined below.

At our May meeting

It was reported that we have received 194 pledge
units for this year totaling $245,565.00. With a
weekly income goal of $5425.00, our donations
for this month are as follows:
May 6, $4,255.75
May 13, $4,398.80
May 20, $3,734.50
Plans are underway for our ‘Taste of Greece’
fund raiser taking place on June 7. This event
is sponsored by all the organizations in our
community and provides for great fellowship.
Look for details in the Sunday bulletins.
As a follow up to our yearly audit, Holy Trinity
is applying for a Michigan Sales tax license. We
are also submitting taxes owed for our 2006
fundraisers.
The new altar icon “Lamb of God” has been fully
pledged and has been commissioned. It will be
installed at the same time as the Dormition icon.
The redecorating of the Baryames social hall
begins on Saturday, June 23 with the removal
of all the tables, chair, carpeting and moldings
above the paneling. If you are able to help Mike
Karagoulis and his crew prepare the room on
the 23rd please contact him or leave your name
with Mary in the office. Contractors will begin



3June 2007

Prayers for the Sick
George Pappas Maria Frangos
Richard Smith Helen Alexander
Tom Malvetis MaryAnn Mansour
Caylen Jones Mike Curtis
Pericles Markakis Roberta Schneiderman

the project on Monday, June 25 and should
finish in approximately 8 weeks.
Holy Trinity received a lovely gift from Roberta
Schneiderman’s friend, Nansie Strobel Ross.
Nansie framed the Lansing State Journal article
from last fall featuring George Filippakis putting
the finishing touches on the new iconography.
This new piece hangs in the church office.

Mark Your Calendar
June 2-Dormition Monastery Work Day

June 7-‘Taste of Greece’ Fundraiser
August 10-12-East Lansing Folk Festival

September 15-Fall Dinner Dance, Lansing Center

Philoptochos
by Soussana Tesseris

 This month has been a busy one for Philoptochos.
On May 6 we sponsored the coffee hour and collected
money for the Southside Kitchen. We were able to
collect $140 and sent in a total of $200 to support
the programs at the Southside Kitchen.

On May 12th we had the Festival of Tables
Luncheon. Thank you to all of the ladies that
decorated our beautiful tables with their unique and
wonderful ideas. Our special appreciation goes to our
committee Glykeria Christofilis, Diane Dellis and
Martha Stathopoulos. We were preparing all week long
with many of the ladies and could not have done it
without everyone’s help. The luncheon was well
attended and we thank all the ladies and gentlemen
who supported and helped to make it a success.

On May 19 Philoptochos provided a Continental
Breakfast and Lunch for the St. John Chrysostom
Oratorical Festival for the district of the Metropolis of
Detroit. There were young people along with parents and
grandparents from all over our diocese. They came from
Tennessee, New York, Ohio, Kentucky and Michigan. It
was a very worthwhile event and it is a very good way for
all of us to show support for our youth.

The Philoptochos Board will be meeting in June
and we are winding down our current year. We will
be meeting and electing new officers and planning
for the coming year. Hope everyone stays healthy and
well and has a wonderful Summer.

Our OPA group will be meeting on June 13 and
then will take a break for the Summer. We hope
everyone enjoyed the few times that we met and we
will look forward to starting it up in September. Our
Knitting Group has continued to meet on Monday
evenings and some of the ladies are still continuing
to get together.

 Dates to Remember
June 11 Board meeting 6:00 PM
June 13 OPA Group 1:PM

Modern Greek Courses
Offered at MSU

The Department of French, Classics, and
Italian of Michigan State University is planning
to offer courses in MODERN GREEK, beginning
in the Fall and is assessing interest among
students.

These will be four credit (4) offerings, and will
probably be scheduled in the late afternoon or
early evening. Prior knowledge of Modern Greek
is not required. Details will be posted in the near
future on the department website (http://
www.fci.msu.edu/)

If you would like to take Modern Greek, please
contact Zana Litos at litos@msu.edu, or by phone
at 517 349-2966 by Friday, June 8, 2007

Zana Litos, PhD
CERS, Adjunct Scholar
International Programs,
MSU

Announcement
The choir is still singing through the summer,
and we would love to have new voices! Singing
in the choir is a wonderful way to get to know
the Liturgy better and to participate more fully
in the worship of the church. We would love to
have you join us! We have a short practice and
warm up before the Litugy at 9:15. If you are
interested or if you have any questions, please
contact Ruthie Munk at 402-2409.
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Metropolis of Detroit
St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival
by Bill Papanikolas - Chairman

On May 18 and 19, 2007, our Parish hosted the Metropolis of Detroit St. John Chrysostom Oratorical
Festival.  We hosted a total of 14 participants and their families from throughout the Metropolis.

The Festival Weekend started with a Welcome Reception for all of our guests on May 18, 2007. As each
participant arrived, they were presented with a Welcome Bag that contained an Official Festival T-Shirt, Vernors,
Michigan Mints, Microwave Popcorn, MSU Pencil, Notepad, Greater Lansing Visitors Guide, and the Official
Map of the State of Michigan. Claudia Papanikolas procured, customized, personalized and assembled the
welcome bags for each participant.  Each participant was also given a Getting to Know You Book. This book
consisted of information they had supplied prior to the Festival including Interests/Hobbies, Favorites, Patron
Saint and Goals.  Claudia Papanikolas collected and formatted the information and assembled the book.  Food
for the evening was donated and served by Vackis and Koula Nicolaou, assisting was Maria Alexander.  Eva
Kokinos (Youth Director – Metropolis of Detroit) engaged the participants in various “ice-breaking” activities.

On May 19, 2007, the Festival began with a Continental Breakfast donated and served by our Ladies Philoptochos
Society.  Assisting Soussana Tesseris were Glykeria Christofilis, Elaine, Christofilis, Lynn Karagoulis, Jan Munk,
Ruthie Munk, Deborah Putman, Presvytera Kathy Sietsema, Mary Volakakis, and Dee Vosovic.

The Oratorical Festival competition was informative, thought provoking and inspirational.  The judging team of
Stella Economy, Nick Moniodis, James Munk, and Bonnie King had a difficult task selecting who would be representing
the Metropolis at the National Oratorical Festival hosted by the Metropolis of Atlanta in Miami, Florida.

After the competition, we were all served a delicious lunch donated and served by our Ladies Philoptochos
Society.

After lunch, the results of the competition were announced:

In addition, we would like to acknowledge the support and assistance of Father Mark.

 
Rank Name Home Parish City/State 

Junior Division 
Finalist Irina Haralambis St. George Southgate, Michigan 

Second Erica Irene Szajna St. Johns Sterling Heights, Michigan 

Honorable Mention Alex Anas Annunciation Buffalo, New York 

Honorable Mention Gabriella Christy Annunciation Memphis, Tennessee 

Honorable Mention Anna Gelis Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas Cincinnati, Ohio 

Honorable Mention John Mellas Annunciation Buffalo, New York 

Honorable Mention Clint Montgomery Annunciation Memphis, Tennessee 

Honorable Mention Kleoniki Wilson Panagia Pantovasilissa Lexington, Kentucky 

Senior Division 
Finalist Mark Huggins Annunciation Memphis, Tennessee 

Second Penelope Filyo St. George Southgate, Michigan 

Honorable Mention Ioannis Dedes Annunciation Rochester, New York 

Honorable Mention Reem Habash Annunciation Dayton, Ohio 

Honorable Mention Christina Kuvshinoff Annunciation Buffalo, New York 

 

Honorable Mention 

Anastasia 

Mitropoulos-Rundus 

 

St. Nicholas 

 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 
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Odyssey
by George Lafkas

On behalf of the Odyssey Board I would like to
congratulate all the participants in this year’s
program. During this past year we have had several
accomplishments to be proud of:

Under the leadership of Dr. Zana Litos, we have
seen an expansion in the program for pre-school
and elementary schools students.
Okemos and Grand Ledge high schools are
providing school credits for participants of the
Odyssey program.
Our Odyssey program teachers, Melina Litos
and Kathrine Gavas, have provided a supportive
classroom environment for our younger
students.
Students presented OXI day and Greek
Independence day programs for the community
and participated in the MSU International
Festival
We held the first “Pizza and Movie” fund raiser
which was attended by 50 Holy Trinity
community members.
A special thank-you goes out to our MSU
students have provided Greek folk dancing at
several community events and joined Odyssey
in sponsoring several Greek dance evenings at
Holy Trinity.
Next year MSU will be offering Modern Greek
language classes, which will be taught by our
own Dr. Zana Litos.

As this school year come to an end, the Odyssey
Board is looking forward to planning next year’s
program. If you have suggestions for the Odyssey
program, please feel free to contact me or any board
member to share your thoughts.

AHEPA
by Phillip Frangos
 

Summer has arrived and with it one of America’s
favorite pastimes - baseball.  Join the members of
Wolverine Chapter for a visit to Oldsmobile Park to
see Lansing’s Lugnuts play ball on Saturday evening,
June 23.  What better way than to span a balmy June
evening at the old park, enjoying a hot dog, peanuts,
and a refreshing beverage.  Last year’s AHEPA night
at the ballpark had over 40 participants.  So come
on out and join the gang for a fun night.  On the
23rd, the game will be followed by a 15 minute
fireworks display which is worthy of Independence
Day.  For tickets, call George Lafkas at 351-3121. 
Don’t miss out.

 
AHEPA is sponsoring the coffee hour on Sunday,

June 3.  Members who have just attained life member
status (50 year members) will be recognized.  Also,
new chapter members will be introduced.

Religious Education
by Stephanie Haynie

Vacation Bible School—June 18-21, 1-3 pm
It’s not too late to register!!! Please join us and bring

a friend. It’s for all elementary aged children 1st grade
thru 6th grade. We will have Bible lessons with Fr.
Mark, music, games, crafts, snacks and lots of fun!
Registration forms are available at church. If you have
any questions contact Stephanie Haynie, 351-8228.

The Sunday School program is looking for feedback
about our program. We want to meet the needs of
our families and increase weekly attendance; do you
have ideas of how we can do that? What do you like
about the program, what could we do better? If you
have any constructive criticism or comments they are
welcome. Please take the time to email Stephanie
Haynie, haynieathome@yahoo.com.

Teacher needed!!! We are in need of a high school
teacher. Please consider serving the church and the
children in this way. Ideally, we would like to have
two teachers to co-teach the class, making the time
commitment more reasonable. If you have any interest
please contact Fr. Mark or Stephanie Haynie.

Condolences
To Tamara Wright on the passing of her
brother Forrest.
To Peter Priggooris on the passing of his niece
Tina Mehas.
To Georgana and Dan Popoff on the passing
of her brother-in-law.
To George and MaryAnn Mansour on the
passing of his niece Connie.
To the family of John Trakas, who passed
away on May 23.
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SonForce Kids Registration 
Vacation Bible School 2007 

 

 

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church’s Vacation Bible School will take place 

Monday June 18 - Thursday June 21 from 1 PM to 3 PM at the church.  We 

need to have account of the number of children attending in order to have 

the crafts, snacks, and staff necessary.   

 

[  ] Yes my child/children will attend VBS. 

 

Name 

1. ______________________________________________ 

 

 

2.______________________________________________ 

 

 

3. ______________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

[  ] Sorry, we are unable to participate this year. 

 

Family 

Name___________________________________________ 

 

 

[  ] I would like to help with VBS.  Please contact me. 

 

 

Name______________________  Phone ___________________ 

 

 

Please Respond by June 3 
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A MINISTRY FOR YOUNG ADULTS 18-35 

CALLING ALL  
YOUNG ADULTS 

July 22-28, 2007 
 

The Young Adult Ministry of  the Metropolis 
of  Detroit announces an outreach program to 

 

BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI 
 

The Metropolis of  Detroit YAL has teamed 
with the IOCC and Habitat for Humanity in 

an effort to help restore the storm-torn region 
of  the Gulf  Coast!  

 
Please contact: 

Metropolis of  Detroit  
Office of  Youth and Young Adult Ministries 

for more information. 
Phone: 248-823-2411 or yal@detroit.goarch.org 
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WE NEED YOU! 
and 12 (or more) STRONG People for… 

 
RENOVATION AND CHANGE 

 
Where:   BARYAMES SOCIAL ROOM  
When:   JUNE 23, 2007, 10:00 AM to  3:00 PM  
What to bring: Gloves, ice scraper, crowbar, and claw hammer 
 

WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO: 

 
Move tables and chairs out of the social room 
Tear up carpet and prepare surface for new carpet 

 
Please contact Mary at the church office to let Mike Karagoulis know who will be joining him for 

this important first step toward renovation of our social hall. 

The 16
th

 Annual Monastery Work Day 
 

 
 

  Saturday – June 2, 2007          
9am to 5pm 

 
D O R M I T I O N    O R T H O D O X     M O N A S T E R Y  

3389 Rives Eaton Road 
Rives Junction, Michigan 49227 

(517) 569-2873 
 

CHRIST IS RISEN !    TRULY, HE IS RISEN ! 
 

Please come, hoe, garden, trim, cut and beautify the grounds of the Dormition of the 
Mother of God Monastery. Mother Gabriella and all at the monastery appreciate and need 
our labors.  There is always much to do. What to bring: hand tools, rakes, work gloves, 
sun block, shovels, chain saws, analgesics, and a healthy appetite. There will be a very 
nice lunch provided for us. Please write or call Mother Gabriella or Ruxy Sheldon and 
tell them how many are coming to help determine food preparation for lunch. 
Thank you, and I hope to see you there! 
 
Reader Nicholas Simon 
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