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“Yea, Thou dost light my lamp; the Lord my God lightens my darkness...” (Psalms 18:28)

Pastoral Reflection
Fr. Mark Sietsema

It’s going to happen. You can’t avoid it. It may occur
in your car or at a store, on the street or in your
home. At some point this month it will come to you
… the buttery voice of Bing Crosby singing “I’m
Dreamin’ of a White Christmas.”

What a funny song! It has become like the national
anthem for Nostalgia. If you listen to the words, it’s
not so much the snow that the singer misses as it is
the family homestead situated in some northern
clime. But we have taken the chorus and turned it
into a kind of seasonal prayer for precipitation on
December 25.

Which is odd, considering that most of the time
people root for it not to snow. Even the TV weathermen
get in on the act, apologizing whenever they predict
precipitation. (Descended as I am from farm folk, I
was raised to be contemptuous of people who could
not see the connection between food on their table
and water from the sky.) But ... let it snow on
Christmas Eve, though, and the whole land rejoices!
There is just something about the season itself which
has the power to change peoples’ perspectives around
180 degrees. Maybe that’s what inspired Burl Ives to
call it “the best time of the year.”

Think about it. There are so many aspects of the
Christmas season that we might find depressing if
we didn’t choose to find them charming. The bright
lights festooning home and shrubbery might merely
serve as a reminder that we have entered the shortest,
darkest days of the year … and we have the electric

bills to prove it. The ubiquitous platters of Christmas
goodies might seem only to mock our year-round
hopes of a healthier weight. The gifts under the tree
might remind us of financial goals never to be met.
Hearing church bells “their old familiar carols play”
might seem like just so much more noise pollution.
And the seasonal appeals for charity might strike us
all, as they did old Scrooge, as a “poor excuse to pick
a man’s pocket every Twenty-Fifth of December.” Not
just for people with traumatic holiday memories, but
for all of us, Christmas could well be the very opposite
of “the most wonderful time of the year.”

And yet for most of us it isn’t, because we choose
to embrace the busyness, the noisiness, costliness,
… yea, even the tackiness of the season as something
special and good. Six inches of snow on January 25
is a headache; half a foot for December 25 is a dream
come true. One might say that “timing is everything,”
but it’s not the timing. It’s the perspective. It is, in
other words, the choice that we make to be joyful, to
be thankful in such circumstances.

The Christmas season is a powerful reminder of a
basic truth. Happiness, contentment, peace: these
things come not from outside of us, but from within.
Nothing has to change in the conditions around us
in order for us to be joyful, radiant people. Happiness
is really a choice.

We all meet from time to time some very unhappy
people. They carry around a world of pain in their
hearts and on their faces. Perhaps you are such a
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person. Most often such people are unhappy because
they have made the fatal mistake of locating the
source of their unhappiness in something or someone
outside of themselves.

They blame their spouse for their unhappiness.
Or they blame their father or their mother
Or they blame their children.
Or they blame the clergymen in their lives.
 Or they blame the stock market, or their second-

grade teacher, or the kid who called them names
on the playground, or the doctor who
misdiagnosed their dropsy … and if only one of
these situations were different, then they could
be happy!

But it isn’t so. Happy people are happy because
they choose to respond to God’s world with happiness,
and unhappy people are unhappy because they
choose to respond to God’s world with unhappiness.

Saint Paul said “I have learned in whatsoever state I
am, therein to be content” (Philippians 4:11). This is
the true Christmas spirit. May He who was born in a
stable, wrapped in rags, and cradled in a feeding-trough
grant you the gift of true contentment in all
circumstances this year as you celebrate His glorious
Nativity.

Merry Christmas!

Parish Council
by Stella Economy

The Parish Council strives to keep you informed
on what is happening in and around the community
as outlined below.

Stewardship
To date, for the year 2007 we have 207
stewardship units who have pledged $263,866.00
of which $183,841.00 has been received.
Our 2008 Stewardship campaign is chaired by
Elaine Christofilis and Alexis Popoff. To date,
for the year 2008 we have received 146 pledges
for a total of $172,219.00. This total is far below
what we need to build a realistic budget for next
year. Our budget for 2008 will be based on the
Stewardship Pledges we receive. We will have a
General Assembly on Sunday, December 2 that
will address the budget for next year. If you have
not turned in your 2008 pledge, please do so as
soon as possible and make every effort to make
a realistic pledge so that a realistic budget can
be presented. Thank you to those who have
returned your pledges.

Parish Council Update
The Dormition of the Theotokos and the Lamb
of God icons were installed the first week of
November by Iconographer George Filippakis.
These two icons complete the iconography we
have commissioned.
The Parish Council has entered into a contract
with Keystone Design Group and Gary Steffy
Lighting Design Inc. to develop a design to
illuminate all the iconography in addition to
updating the existing lighting in the sanctuary,
narthex, nave, balcony and vestibule. Jim
Vlahakis has graciously offered to chair this
project.
The new directories were mailed with the last
Lamplighter. Every effort was made to provide
accurate and current information for the
directory. Please call the church office with
additions or corrections.
Raffle tickets are still available for the Sunday,
December 16th drawing. Contact any parish
council member to purchase your tickets.
Have you signed up for the Meijer community
awards program? It’s easy to sign up. Contact
Mary in the office for details.
Thanks to two clean up days our church
grounds and inside spaces are sparkling! In
addition, our kitchen ovens and stoves received
a much needed professional cleaning. Thanks
to Mike Karagoulis, Curt Kosal, Jerry Munk and
Gregory Dines for leading the clean up efforts.

Parish Council Election Results
Parish Council elections were held on Sunday,
November 4. Elected to a 3 year term beginning
January 1, 2008 are:

Maria Alexander Elaine Christofilis
Curt Kosal Elan Nichols

Many thanks for years of dedicated service to
the Parish Council go to retiring members
Michael Karagoulis and Vackis Nicolaou.
Thank you also to Elections Board members
Mike Curtis, Lou Stamatakos and Louie
Vlahakis for overseeing the election and results.

Mark Your Calendars
December 2 - General Assembly
December 16 - Fund Raiser Drawing

The Parish Council wishes you and your families a
most blessed Christmas season filled with good health
and happiness.
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Philoptochos
by Mary Volakakis

Thanks to YOU and your support our 58th Annual
Bake Sale was very successful. Kudos to Karen
Colovos and Glykeria Christofilis who shouldered the
responsibility of organizing, planning and mobilizing
this event. The baking committee chairs were
outstanding; and they, in turn, praised the many
ladies who came to make and bake the pastries. There
was a spontaneous debriefing meeting after the sale
concerning ways to improve next year’s event. If you
haven’t already voiced your suggestions, it is not too
late to send them to Karen for consideration. Once
all the bills have been received and paid, a financial
report will be available.

Our annual Christmas potluck is scheduled for
Monday, December 3rd; Diane Dellis and Betty
Vlahakis volunteered to decorate again this year, while
Yvonne Joseph and Eleanor Spalding volunteered to
prepare the entrée.

December 9th is our annual coffee hour in honor of
St. Spyridon.

Looking ahead to the upcoming year’s calendar, the
general meetings will resume starting January 7th. The
Vasilopita ceremony is scheduled for January 13th , with
the OPA! group meeting on January16th .

Treasurer Olga Pascalenos reminds us that the 2008
dues are still only $20 and are payable in January.
Remember, that if you have had your 80th birthday (or
more), you are considered to be a lifetime member, and
are exempt from further dues. Like we used to say way
back in the 1960s, “you’ve paid your dues”.

This February Holy Trinity will be hosting the
Interfaith Day. Eastern Orthodox representatives to the
planning committee are: Janet Peters (Chair) of St.
James; Tootsie Lambo of St. Andrews; Dee Vosovic,
Soussana Tesseris and Mary Volakakis (Treasurer) of
Holy Trinity. The topic for this year’s program will be
“Sacred Arts in Our Faith Traditions”. Please consider
attending this event, being a hostess or helping with
the preparation of the luncheon. People are looking
forward to seeing our new iconography and also to
having a delicious homemade “ethnic” lunch.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

AHEPA
by Phillip Frangos

The December holidays will be filled with wonderful
meals attended by family and friends. However,
January is a cold, bleak month. What better way than
to brighten that month up with its own gourmet meal
shared with family and friends. AHEPA has got the
ticket for you! The Village Feast will be held on
January 27 at Holy Trinity’s beautifully redecorated
Baryames Social Hall. There will be great food,
entertainment, and of course the fellowship of family
and friends. The dinner has been sold out every year.
Mark your calendars. AHEPA members will have more
information and tickets soon.

How about an organization that provides thousands
of dollars in university scholarships, sponsors
youngsters to civic gatherings, provides scholarships
for our community Greek school, and sponsors
youngsters to summer camp? Or an organization that
generously supports our church’s iconography project
and gives financial aid to victims of disasters like this
summer’s tragic fires in Greece? Or an active group of
fine individuals who host outings to ball games, picnics,
and other community social events? Interested in joining
an organization like that for a mere $75.00 annual dues?
Look no further than AHEPA! Wolverine Chapter is
looking for new members. Contact Vackis Nicolaou,
Mike Alexander, Tony Fragale, or Phillip Frangos for an
application today.

The members of AHEPA wish the entire Holy Trinity
community a blessed Christmas and joyous holiday
season.

Religious Education
by Stephanie Haynie

It’s that time of year again, planning for the
Christmas Program. This year it will be on December
23. Each class will be learning and practicing their
parts every Sunday this month preceding the 23rd.
Please bring your children so they can participate.
On December 16th we will have a brief rehearsal
immediately following Sunday School. Teachers will
dismiss the children to coffee hour after the rehearsal.

Important dates
December 16 Rehearsal for Christmas Program
December 23 Christmas Program and Sunday

School sponsored coffee hour. Please bring a
food item to share!!!

December 30 No Classes
January 6 No Classes
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Odyssey
by George Lafkas

MSU Global Festival

The Odyssey Program was represented at the MSU Global Festival on Nov. 18, 2007. Under the direction of
Dr. Zana Litos, the Greek language students from MSU and the Odyssey Program demonstrated Greek folk
dances to a large and enthusiastic audience. A special thank-you goes out to Georgana Popoff and Betty
Vlahakis for sewing the sashes for the dance troupe.

Upcoming Odyssey Program Events

Valentine Tea – February 13, 2008. This event will provide a wonderful evening of fun, festive mingling,
deserts and entertainment. You are invited to prepare table and invite your special Valentine and your friends
to this event. Maria Alexander and Liana Pridnia will co-chair this event. More information on this event will be
provided next month.

Something and a Movie – March 2, 2008. Another special night is being planned to give you another chance
to share a meal and entertainment with your Holy Trinity community. This fund raiser will be chaired by
Anastasia Kimbouris.

Odyssey Program at MSU Global Festival 07
by Zana Litos

Following the tradition of several years, Odyssey Program participated again at the Global Festival of MSU,
which took place Sunday, November 18, at the Union. Odyssey college students took much time from their
studies and put on a colorful performance once again.

The unique thing this year was that the Odyssey college student performed together with Grk 290, (the
Modern Greek Language class), a MSU credited class offered for the first time by the department of French,
Classics and Italian. This is the result of several years of hard work by the Odyssey Program to promote Greek
Language and Hellenic Culture at MSU, to protect and share our heritage with others, and to promote the
diversity of our society.

This year’s performance was an example of a typical Greek festival, like those held in Greece. Five traditional
dances were performed. The first two (Malaviziotiko and Haniotiko) are from the island of Crete. The third one
(Zeibekiko) is a male dominated dance but it is also performed by women. The fourth one (Zonaradiko) is a
dance from the region of Thrace, whereas the fifth one (Kalamatiano) is one of the most popular dances among
Greek communities worldwide. The audience was invited to dance on the stage for the last dance.

I want to congratulate and thank our college students for the wonderful performance. Once again they make
us proud.
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Holy Trinity Iconography:  Update
Now that all icons have been installed in the sanctuary, the Parish Council provides the following

update summary of the facts concerning the iconography project.

30 commissioned icons were completed and installed by George Filippakis.
The funding for each icon was pledged before it was commissioned
The Icons include:

6 Iconostasis icons
4 Hierarchs
2 Protheses icons
1 Platyera
1 Pantokrator
4 Medallions – Evangelists
6 Panels – Life of Christ
2 Sts. Barbara and Catherine
2 Sts. Demetrios and George
1 Dormition of the Theotokos
1 Lamb of God
2 ** The Annunciation **
32 Total icons

**These are the 2 small icons on the Royal Doors of the Iconostasis donated by the iconographer.
The 30 icons cost a total of $279,400 paid for from funds pledged by parishioners and friends of Holy
Trinity
Total amount pledged:  $285,530
Total amount received to date:  $277,435
Some donors opted for a 3-pay installment plan to fund their pledge.  This constitutes the difference
a above between the pledges and the amount received.  When all pledges have been received, the
entire cost of the 30 icons will have been paid in full by parishioner donations.
Michael Kapetan was contracted to construct and install the iconostasis at a cost of $71000.
Although the approved plan was for the parish to assume the cost of the iconostasis, funds totaling
$29,367 were pledged towards its cost. Of these pledges, $27,147 have been received to date.
91 direct contributions and funds from 6 Coffee Hours earmarked for the iconostasis were received
53 families contributed to the cost of the “Community Icon” – The Pantokrator
20 families contributed funds to be used where needed.  These were applied to the cost of The
Pantokrator and to the iconostasis
61 families and 3 organizations (AHEPA, Philoptochos, Sunday School) contributed to the cost of
the other 29 icons
Now that all the icons have been installed, in view of these facts, we can proudly say that this has
clearly been a community undertaking! Thanks to all who have contributed to enriching the spiritual
and aesthetic life of our community.
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General Assembly
Sunday, December 2

12-1 PM
Our 2008 budget will be presented and

voted on.  Please attend this very important
meeting concerning the financial future of our
church.

Bake Sale - Thank You
By Stella Economy, manpower chairperson

Thanks to all the wonderful workers, our 2007
Athenian Coffee Shop bake sale was a great
success.  This year we had many extra hands
lightening the work load.  Thank you to all the
Philoptochos members who did the baking, set
up, and selling and to the men, women and
children who helped in all areas on bake sale
day.  We couldn’t have done it without you!

Greek Fire Relief Dinner Update
by Glykeria Christofilis

During my visit to Greece in October, I was able to see up close the tragedy that ravaged many of the
southern parts of Greece.  The victims are trying to put their lives back together through the ashes.

In September, the Kaplan and Christofilis families, co-sponsored a Greek Fire Relief Chicken Dinner, at the
Delhi Café, to help raise money for the victims and their families.  A very special thanks to the Alexander and
Nicolaou families, without their help and support the dinner would not have been a success.  It was wonderful
to see the community come together in a short period of time to support such a worthy cause.  A heartfelt
thanks, to a very special young man in our community, who donated $1000.00 for the dinner.  How wonderful
to see young people caring for others.

We raised close to $7000.00!  This money did not disappear into a fund.  Rather, it was used for its intended
purpose of providing direct relief to the people who needed it most. This also followed with the primary reason
for the dinner, which was to raise money to be given to the victims themselves.  We wanted to make a difference
and see the money be put to good use.

During my trip I had the privilege of distributing the money.  I was able to put this money into the hands of
families who suffered, to hear their stories, to see the gratitude and tears in their eyes.  Though modest given
the scope of their loss, the amount of the donation was not what mattered most to our patriotes— what
mattered most was the gesture itself.

We appreciate everyone who came to help and we thank you for your generous support.  To the victims and
their families, we hope that their livelihoods and homes will soon be restored.

O Theos mazi tous.
Glykeria  Christofilis
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