
        “Yea, Thou dost light my lamp;  the Lord my God
                  lightens my darkness. . .”  (Psalms 18:28)

This issue of The Lamplighter is spon-
sored by Mary Kavalaris in memory of  her
husband, James, and her daughter,
Athanasia Goutis, both of whom are
dearly missed.  Memory Eternal!

The Lamplighter is the official publication of Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church of Lansing.  It has
been  published  monthly since 1967.
Visit  us at www.holytrinity-lansing.org.
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PASTORAL  REFLECTIONS
By. . . .Fr. Mark Sietsema

The Da Vinci Code is coming!  The Da Vinci Code
is coming!

The movie that is.  It is expected that Dan
Brown’s best-selling novel of 2003 will be an
instant blockbuster movie in 2006. The month
to come will usher in a whole new blitz of televi-
sion shows and magazine articles about the
central ideas of his story.  A lot of people will try
to make a lot of money by weighing in on these
issues.

The Da Vinci Code is presented as a work of
fiction, but no sophisticated reader could doubt
that the book intends to convey a message.  On
the first page of the text, the author proclaims
the accuracy of his historical representations:
this in itself is an indication that his goal is not
just to entertain, but also to persuade. The Da
Vinci Code is fiction in the same way that George
Orwell’s Animal Farm is fiction.  Both are sto-
ries meant to convey deeper ideas.  The deeper
ideas of The Da Vinci Code are that everything
you learned in Sunday School about Jesus and
His Church is untrue.

At the heart of ideology of The Da Vinci Code is
a commitment to the notion of the “sacred femi-
nine.” This is the idea that the divine nature of
the Godhead is a balance of two opposing ener-
gies, one masculine and one feminine, a yin and
a yang. (This is a very impersonal conception
of God, it should be said.)   Jesus, we are told,
was strongly in favor of the idea of the “sacred
feminine,” but this aspect of His teaching was
suppressed after His death by most of the
Apostles and later on by the Roman government
and the Church hierarchy.  The Da Vinci Code

also suggests that God can be experienced di-
rectly in the climactic moment of sexual inter-
course.  This entails, of course, that in order for
Jesus to be in touch with the sacred feminine,
He must have been seeing somebody socially.
And in fact, the claim of The Da Vinci Code is
that Jesus was married … to Mary Magdalene.

Why don’t you read about that in your Bible?
Because, we are told, emperor Constantine in
A.D. 325 at the Council of Nicea strong-armed
the Church into suppressing its original mes-
sage of the “sacred feminine” and into bolster-
ing the cause of masculinity.  Why? In order to
consolidate his political hold on the Roman
Empire.  He outlawed any writings which spoke
of a marriage to Mary Magdalene and forced the
assembly of bishops to proclaim that the man
Jesus was to be worshiped as a god.  (It is curi-
ous that The Da Vinci Code says that Jesus’ di-
vinity was the result of a vote, but that Mary
Magdalene should be worshiped as the Goddess
and the Divine Mother!)  No historical evidence
is given, however, for any of these claims.

As Orthodox Christians, we might be entertained
by The Da Vinci Code as a James Bond-style
action-drama, but we could never entertain the
idea that Jesus Christ was married to Mary
Magdalene or to anyone else.  To do so under-
mines the key Christian belief that Jesus was
the Messiah.  He was the fulfillment of thousands
of years of prophecy, the One who came with
absolute singleness of purpose to save the world
from sin, death, and the devil.  What kind of per-
son, having a divine mission to rescue all of
humanity, would allow himself the distraction
of a spouse and a family?  Or conversely, what
kind of family man would abandon his wife and
child to destitution by pursuing a course of ac-
tion that he knew of as certainty would result in



his own death and their endless persecution and
misery?  If Jesus was married, he was com-
pletely irresponsible, either as a Messiah or as
a husband or both!

Here are six more considerations from the Scrip-
tures for why a thinking Christian could not sup-
port the idea that Jesus was married.

1.  We believe that Jesus Christ, as the Son of
God incarnate, embodies the life of the King-
dom of God.  Christ taught that when the King-
dom comes fully at the time of the resurrection
of all mankind, people “neither marry nor are
given in marriage, but are like the angels in
heaven”  (Mark 12:25).  If the Lord had been
married, He would not have truly been living out
the life of the Kingdom in our midst.

2. The Lord spoke of celibacy as a special gift in
describing “those who have made themselves
eunuchs for the sake of the Kingdom of heaven”
(Matthew 19:12).  If He were married, that would
mean that celibate Christians had been granted a
greater spiritual gift than Jesus Christ Himself.

3.  The earliest Christians highly valued the choice
of a celibate lifestyle.  Writing in the 50s A.D. Saint
Paul says, “He who marries does well, but he who
refrains from marriage will do better” (1
Corinthians 7:38—see also 7:7-8, 25-29, 39-40).
Coming out of a Jewish society that greatly pre-
ferred marriage to celibacy (as The Da Vinci Code
itself stresses), it is unthinkable that the early Jew-
ish Christians would have so quickly switched
their attitudes toward celibacy if the Lord Him-
self had been married.  Even if the eleven surviv-
ing Apostles were jealous of Mary Magdalene and
tried to cover her up (as some Gnostics suggested),
they still would not have gone so far as to reverse
their attitudes on celibacy for that reason alone.

4.  Saint Paul in 1 Corinthians 9:1-7 defends the
right of the apostles to be supported financially
and even to be “accompanied by a wife” (i.e. for
the Churches to support an apostle’s family too).
If Jesus had been married, Saint Paul surely would
have clinched his argument by making reference
to the fact.

5. Both Saint Paul (in Ephesians 5:23-33) and
Saint John (in Revelation 19:7-9 and 21:2) speak
of the Church as “the bride of Christ.”  This
lovely metaphor would be inappropriate (and
even a little creepy) if the early Christians gen-
erally thought that the Lord Jesus was already

spoken for by Mary Magdalene.

6.  Nothing in the undisputed writings of the
Apostles nor the earliest Church Fathers speaks
of Jesus Christ as married.  To speculate that
the Lord was married requires one to suppose
a grand conspiracy and cover-up on the part of
the whole Church, and of the Apostles in par-
ticular. (This is what the early Gnostic heretics
used to say.)  As Orthodox Christians we can-
not accept the idea that the One Holy Church
fell victim to or was the perpetrator of a decep-
tion.  To believe this is to discredit Christ Him-
self, who promised the Holy Spirit would guide
the Church into all truth (John 16:13). The
Church Universal is the spotless and undefiled
bride of Christ (Ephesians 5:27).  Even though
individual Christians may sin, and even certain
groups within the Church may fall away into
error, the Church as a whole cannot cease to be
the Body of Christ, animated by the Holy Spirit.

In short: to suggest that Jesus Christ was mar-
ried impugns the divinity of the Lord and the
honor of His Body, the Church. Enjoy The Da
Vinci Code as a breathless action thriller if you
want, but when it comes to the theology, tell
Hollywood you don’t buy that brand of baloney.

PRAYERS  FOR
THE  HEALTH OF. . . .

- Martha Cloumas
- Irene Christofill
- Pauline Geovanes
- Jan Gunansky
- Ethna Haggerty
- Goldie Heos
- Irene Kontis
- Amy Putnam
- Alex Takis
- Lou Vlahakis

CONDOLENCES  TO. . . .

- Ted and Connie Benca on the passing
of Ted’s parents Frank and Mary

- Jon King family on the passing of Jon’s
mother Donata
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PARISH  COUNCIL
By. . . .George Mansour

Christos Anesti!  Alithos Anesti

1.  The Council extends to the community best
wishes for a blessed Pascha.  May the light of
His Glorious Resurrection illumine our individual
and collective lives.

2.  A Taste of Greece.  The various organiza-
tions of the parish are joining forces to sponsor
a parish-wide event on Thursday, June 8, 2006.
Representatives from parish organizations have
been planning this event to make a Greek din-
ner available to the general Lansing community.

This is one of the parish’s fundraisers for the year
designed to attract people from across the area,
and we hope it becomes a model that can be eas-
ily replicated a couple times a year.  The proceeds
are designated to reduce the loan debt incurred
by the replacement of the steeple and the roof.

The Greek dinner will be available from 4:30 –
7:30, either as Eat In or Take Out.  We will be
trying something new: we intend tol make use
of the traffic circle in front of the church to make
Take Outs actually a Drive Through.  The menu
will be:  ½ Greek-style Chicken, Rice Pilaf,
Spanakopita, Greek Salad, Baklava and Bread
for a cost of  $10.

Parishioners have received a letter informing
them of the event and asking them to indicate
how they would like to help.  If you do not have
the letter, please contact the Parish Office (482-
7341) and specify your willingness to help out.
Help is needed in the following areas:  Prepara-
tion of food prior to and the day of the event,
Selling tickets prior to the event, Setting up the
Social Room, Packaging food for Take Out, and
Serving food.

3.  Stewardship.  In an effort to keep you in-
formed of the parish’s financial matters, the
Stewardship committee has placed in the lobby
a gold-outlined cross that will gauge our
progress in meeting the 2006 stewardship goal.
It shows not that after three months of the year,
one quarter, the stewardship dollars received
are significantly below the 1/4 mark on the cross.

Please remember that stewardship monies fund
the parish’s operating budget which include
those expenses required to maintain Holy Trin-
ity as our place of worship, locus of Orthodox

education and Christian fellowship, and spiritual
enrichment.  These expenses total $4900 each
week and include such items as utilities, insur-
ance, salaries, educational materials, supplies,
that is, line items that are crucial to implement-
ing and sustaining the missions of our parish.  If
you have not yet made your pledge for the cur-
rent year, please contact the Parish Office to ob-
tain a pledge form.

4.  Iconography update.  Parishioners have
pledged for all of the 28 pieces of iconography
that have been commissioned.  The 28 icono-
graphic pieces include: 6 for the iconostasis, 4
hierarchs and 2 protheses in the altar, the
Platytera, the Pantokrator, the plenum pieces –  4
evangelists, 2 female saints, 6 panels, and the
alcove icons St. Demetrios and St. George.  Most
of the pledges have already been fulfilled.  The
outstanding balance on pledges is $12042, consist-
ing mainly of final payments due this year.  The in-
stallation of the icons is currently scheduled for early
November.  The consecration / dedication of the ico-
nography and iconostasis is being planned for mid-
May 2007.  This will be a major celebration for the
parish.  Committees of parishioners to plan and to
implement the event will be designated this month.

5.  Vacation Bible School.  The Council is pleased
that the parish is sponsoring a Vacation Bible
School (VBS) opportunity for children in Kinder-
garten through 5th grade. The VBS occurs Mon-
day, June 19, through Thursday, June 22, 1:00-
3:30 pm.  Stephanie Haynie, Director of Religious
Education, has been instrumental in providing the
leadership for this important development our
parish’s children.  Questions should be directed to
Stephanie at 351-8228.  Families are reminded that
they should respond by May 15 to the Parish Office
to indicate that their children will participate.

6.  Great Lakes Folk Festival.  This annual event
takes place this year Friday-Sunday, August 11-
13, in East Lansing.  Holy Trinity will again have a
booth at this event.  Booths are open from 6:00-
10:00 pm on Friday, 12:00 noon-10:00 pm on Sat-
urday, and 12:00 noon-6:00 pm on Sunday.  As
seen in the last two years, this event provides
several opportunities:  parishioners participate in
Christian fellowship working together, the parish
shows that it is part of a larger community, and
the financial return is good for the time invested.

7.  Fall Dinner Dance.  The Annual Fall Dinner
Dance will be held this year on Saturday, Novem-
ber 18, at the Kellogg Center.  Music will be pro-
vided by the George Karras Ensemble.  Please
save this date.
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Xristos Anesti to everyone and a healthy and
happy Spring.

The last few months have been busy for  many
Philoptochos members. They  worked hard to
raise money from our General Store with the
different products that we order and sell includ-
ing the delicious Spanakopitas that members
made and sold a few weeks ago.   Frances
Katsiris has been instrumental in operating the
General Store.    She has invested many hours
in setting it up and making sure it is operating
with products that everyone looks forward to
buying.   Olga Pascalenos and some of the  la-
dies on the  Philoptochos Board have also de-
voted many of their hours to helping on differ-
ent Sundays to offer  the different products for
sale.  Under  the leadership of Glykeria
Christofilis,  the ladies made spanakopitas and
all of them were sold before  Easter.   We con-
tinue to have the store on Sundays at the coffee
hour.  If you are interested in buying what is
available,  please ask any Philoptochos Board
Member to help you.

Philoptochos will be  sponsoring the Coffee Hour
on May 7, and I would like to ask our  members
to bring something to serve on that Sunday.  The
proceeds will go to the Southside Kitchen.
Again, do not forget to bring something to serve
and come and help with the serving of the cof-
fee and then the cleanup.  We need everyone’s
help.

A reminder that our bake sale will be coming up
in early November.   Keep it in mind and reserve
time to come and make it a continued success.
Everyone is always welcome to come  help and
contribute their time and talent.

The next general meeting is May 15 at 7:30 p.m.
This is our last general meeting until Fall.

 *** ***  We would like your input and support on
the different committees and events that are
sponsored throughout the year. There are many
ways you can help.  We have coffees almost
every month, the annual bake sale in Novem-
ber, our General Store where you can find spe-
cialty items and other special fund raisers.  Don’t
forget the wonderful Festival of Tables that
Philoptochos started and has every other May.

Consider being a chairman or co-chairman on
any of the undertakings that Philoptochos spon-
sors.  All volunteers are welcome.  Remember
that this organization is run by volunteers who
value our church and its teachings.  We try to
raise money to help different philanthropic or-
ganizations as well as our church and we try to
continue the traditions that those before us have
passed on to us.  We have been blessed and
have many memories to remember and look
forward to  creating more memories for our  fu-
ture. *** ***

Our Board Meeting Dinner will be on June 5 at a
time and place to be announced.

 Girl’s State at MSU.  If there is a young lady
going into her senior year in high school in the
Fall and would like to be part of this program,
please have her contact me or anyone on the
Philoptochos board.

PHILOPTOCHOS
By. . . .Soussana Tesseris

Xristos Anesti.

I hope everyone had a wonderful Easter.  It is
hard to believe that our year is coming to an
end.  Our next event will be our Mother’s Day
Tea on May 14.  Everyone is welcomed.  All
GOYAans plan on helping.   End of the year event
details to come.

Thanks to everyone who helped with the vari-
ous Pascha activities!  As always, your assis-
tance is appreciated!

JOY will be sponsoring the Father’s Day coffee
hour on June 18.  Please plan on bringing an
item or two for this.  We will also be holding the
annual Father’s Day raffle that same day.

Our last JOY outing will take place this month.
Details will soon be announced.

GOYA
By. . . .Maria Alexander & Koula Nicolaou

JOY
By. . . .Alicia Hostetler & Stacie Neros
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Holy Week 2006, A Retrospective
 By. . . .Fr. Mark Sietsema

“Axios!”

This ancient acclamation resounded through the
church on the Saturday of Lazarus, and even from
the mouths of babes the shout went up.  “They
are worthy!” we all called out, looking on the faces
of our newly tonsured altar servers.  The high-
light of the archpastoral visit by Metropolitan
Nicholas came at the end of the Divine Liturgy,
when he called forward twenty-two of our young
men who serve in the Holy Altar and one by one
consecrated them for this most sacred task by
snipping their hair while invoking the name of the
Holy Trinity over each of them.  Equally stirring
was the sight of all these young men participating at
one time in the Divine Liturgy.  The procession at
the Great Entrance was beautiful and majestic, be-
fitting the grandeur of the moment when the King of
Glory is ushered in.  The tonsuring was a glorious
beginning to our parish’s liturgical offerings of Holy
Week, and the altar servers acquitted themselves
with a special grace all through the week.

A special note of thanks on behalf of the entire
community should also go to parishioners Dick
Smith and Cynthia Stajos.  In preparation for the
Metropolitan’s visit and for Holy Week, Dick and
Cynthia and some friends took it upon themselves
over the course of several weeks to give the sanctu-
ary and the sacred vessels of the Holy Altar a thor-
ough deep-cleaning.  The results were astounding.
This act was a stewardship gift of elbow grease,
and lots of it, and the community as a whole ben-
efited and is especially grateful to these servants of
Christ.

On Palm Sunday we once again enjoyed our
largest attendance of the year for a single ser-
vice.  The Sunday School children had woven
the palm crosses for all of us under the direc-
tion of director Stephanie Haynie, and our local
AHEPA brotherhood prepared a splendid Fish
Plaki Luncheon in honor of this year’s gradu-
ates.  The Baryames Social Room beamed with
pride as we watched each of our high school
seniors be acknowledged for the unique and
beautiful person that he or she is.  Thank you,
AHEPA!  God bless you, graduates!

On Palm Sunday evening a good-sized group
assembled again in the sanctuary for the Mat-
ins of the Bridegroom.  The atmosphere in the
church was subdued, the appointments of the

Holy Altar vested in deep black as we greeted the
Bridegroom of the Church going forward to
Jerusalem for His awesome act of self-sacrifice.
Under the direction of Mary Brown, choir mem-
bers sang with heart-breaking devotion the stately
hymns of the festival, and at the end we all ap-
proached to venerate the flower-bedecked icon
of the One whose love for our souls took Him all
the way to death and the grave.  For the next two
nights our meditation on His love was led in vari-
ous directions by the hymns and readings of the
Bridegroom services, culminating in a lovely ren-
dition of the Hymn of Kassiane by a women’s
chorus on Holy Tuesday evening.

On Holy Wednesday we gathered in the late af-
ternoon to consecrate the Holy Oil of Unction.  The
healing power of God was extolled by story and
song.  Everyone who took part in the service re-
marked on the quiet majesty of the proceedings.
For this a special thanks goes out to our Parish
Council, who orchestrated the administration of
the sacrament in a dignified and reverent way.  In
fact, throughout Holy Week, these servants of God
excelled in their gentle, quiet work of keeping us
all in order for the processions and sacraments.
God bless you, Parish Council!

On Holy Thursday the church was open extra
early as we gathered to remember the institution
of the Mystical Supper.  Parishioners, strengthened
by communing of the Holy Gifts of Christ, went forth
to their work and looked forward to the solemn days
ahead.  In the evening we gathered again to hear
and witness the story of the Passion of the Christ in
the service of the Twelve Gospel readings.

Holy Friday was a day of solemn hilarity.  The
peaceful service of the Royal Hours was read by
various parishioners, including some of the young
people.  Afterwards the Kouvouklion was adorned
with lovely flowers in preparation for the sym-
bolic entombment of Christ with the Epitaphio.
On Friday afternoon we commemorated the tak-
ing-down of Christ from the Cross.  Parishioner
Gregory Sinadinos played the role of Joseph of
Arimathea this year, assisting in the Apokathelosis
by wrapping the sacred body of Christ in a clean
linen cloth.  Kai Tou Chronou to him and to all!
Even as the Sun of Righteousness was lowered
down into the earth, the atmosphere in the Church
grew brighter in anticipation of the joys to come.
In the evening a large congregation came together
for the service of the Lamentations, led by the
choir in full and glorious voice.  At the chanter’s
stand the trio of Curt Kosal, Mike Karagoulis, and
Charlie Pizanis intoned a moving rendition of the
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canon Kymati Thalassis in both Greek and En-
glish.  The weather held out beautifully for our
annual procession around the church property
with chants of praise and petitions for the well-
being of our community, our city, and our world.

On Holy Saturday morning many people gathered
again to witness the despoiling of Hades and the
destruction of death.  The foundations of the earth
trembled as our altar servers symbolically re-en-
acted the dismantlement of Sheol, as Christ en-
tered into the lowest state of the human condi-
tion and transformed it from a hopeless prison to
a peaceful hotel for those who fall asleep believ-
ing in Him.   In the morning the church exploded
with noise and the laurels of victory; the evening
the church blazed with the Paschal Light as we
proclaimed “Christ is Risen” many times and in
many tongues. A special chorus of young people
led by Ellen Karagoulis chanted in English the
majestic hymns of the Resurrection Matins.  It
was glory upon glory!  In the early morning hours
we shared a marvelous lamb dinner hosted by
the Parish Council and basked in the joy of the
Feast.  On Sunday morning a large crowd gath-
ered for the Agape service as we chanted once
more the Paschal hymns and received the red
eggs which various parishioners generously pre-
pared and donated for the celebration and
wrapped beautifully by our young people under
the direction of Alicia Hostetler and Maria
Alexander.  As the children searched for Easter
eggs in the social hall, the adults enjoyed the af-
terglow of tremendous community effort in an
outstanding Holy Week 2006.

CHRISTOS ANESTI!  CHRIST IS RISEN!
ALITHOS ANESTI O KYRIOS!  TRULY THE LORD
IS RISEN!

The following altar servers were tonsured during
the Metropolitan’s visit.  Please extend to them
your own personal congratulations and gratitude.

     Theodore Alexander
    Matthew Bates
    Nicholas Branoff
    Mark Brown
    Michael Farran
    Richard Farran
     Michael Fragale
    Benjamin Hostetler
    Michael Hostetler
     Alexander Kanatzidis
    Gregorios Kanatzidis
     Philip Karagoulis

     Curt Kosal
      Alexander Krantz
     Robert Neros
     Nicolas Pridnia
     Christopher Pridnia
     Adam Setas
     Benjamin Setas
    Evangelos Tzumakas
    Samuel Patrick Vsetula
     Alexander Willard

Additional photos of theMetropolitan’s visitation can be
seen on page 11.  Images of the tonsuring can be seen
on the parish’s webpage under Events:
 www.holytrinity-lansing-org.
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Christos Anesti!  Christ is Risen!

We hope everyone had a blessed Holy Week and
Pascha and that all the parish continues to ex-
perience the joy of the Resurrection throughout
these weeks after Pascha.

I have been blessed as interim director to re-
ceive positive feedback from many of you, and
I thank you for encouragement.  However, so
often I wish I could tell you of all the people who
contribute to the choir and the work they’ve done
“behind the scenes.”

Thus, I would like to use this column to thank
many people.  Though they do not seek praise
or recognition, I hope acknowledging their ser-
vice may edify the parish.

First, thanks to all the choir members for your
joyful service:  George Abdallah,  Nikki Bates,
Elizabeth Brown, Nick Colovos, Kate Fandrick,
Garry, Ann, Lexie, Barbara, Sara and Maura
Grimm; Jennifer Hogg,  Mike, Lynne and Ellen
Karagoulis; Jon King,  Stephanie Perentesis,
Koula Tzoumakas, and Nick Zabrodsky.

Thanks to the “recruited” singers who put in
many extra hours, both in rehearsals at church
and working with “practice CD’s” at home in
order to sing special music for the Holy Week
services:

Lazarus Saturday:  all the young people who
sang for the Liturgy. Thank you for coming up
to the front pews and singing your hearts out.

The Hymn of Kassiane Holy Tuesday:  Ann
Grimm, Ellen Karagoulis, Jan Munk, Stephanie
Perentesis, Elan Stavros

“Simeron Kremate” Holy Thursday:   Nick
Colovos, Garry Grimm; John, Mike and Philip
Karagoulis;  Jon King, Robbie Neros, Charlie
Pizanis, Alex Willard, Nick Zabrodsky

The Paschal Canon: Nikki Bates, Elizabeth
Brown, Lexie Grimm, Ellen Karagoulis,  Philip
Karagoulis, Robbie Neros, Charlie Pizanis, and
Alex Willard.

Good Friday and Pascha: All the people who

normally don’t sing in the choir but helped us
out.  I’m afraid if I list names I’ll forget some-
one, but you know who you are and we are so
grateful you joined us!

Thanks also to:
– the parents of the students for transporting
them and in some cases waiting several hours
after Liturgies while they rehearsed

– the spouses of singers who hold down the
home front during rehearsals, and those parents
who have to ‘singlehandedly’ get their children
to church or handle all the school night tasks
while their spouse is practicing (Bonnie King,
thank you!)

– Alex Brown for making the practice CD’s, ac-
companying and singing

– Liudmila Bondar for providing organ accom-
paniment at rehearsals, Good Friday and Pascha

– Karen Colovos, Cindy Hoag and Olga
Pascalenos for assembling our music notebooks
and to Mary Heiderson for all her assistance.

Finally, thank you, Father Mark, for your patient
guidance, for answering my many questions
(and sometimes the same question more than
once when I neglected to write down your an-
swer or forgot where I wrote it down!)

Thanks also to Presvytera Kathy for holding
down the home front.  One evening when we
called you in a panic because we mistakenly
set off the security alarm, you were so gracious
and understanding.  We realized you must get
countless calls and interruptions at home for
various “parish emergencies” like that, and want
to thank you for all your patience.

Truly He is Risen!  Alithos Anesti!

CHOIR
By. . . .Mary Brown

Sunday, May 7..........................Marilyn Vlahakis
Sunday, May 14............................Mary Vlahakis

Mother’s Day,
Sunday, May 21........................Sandra Vlahakis
Sunday, May 28.........................Susan Vlahakis

PROSFORON - Reminder
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NOTE  OF  APPRECIATION
By. . . .Fr. Mark Sietsema

Thanks to parishioners who made these dona-
tions for Holy Week 2006:

Bridegroom Icon & Easter Lilies
Sisterhood of Philoptochos

Prosphora
Eleftheria Tassopoulos, Nick Georgiou,
Kelley Vicknair, & Zana Litos

Communion Wine
Nick Garyet/Classic Wines

Holy Saturday Bay leaves
Jim Setas/Stan Setas Produce

Altar Candles
Sophia Koutouzis

Epitaphio and Cross Candles
Bertha Laskaris

Anastasis Candle & Charcoals
Anna Georgiou & Electra Nicolaou

Wreath for Cross
Bess and Gust Carantza

Holy Week altarcloths (black)
GOYA & JOY 2002-03

Paschal altarcloths (white)
Sophia Koutouzos and family

Holy unction supplies
Pauline Geovanes

Lamentations supplies
Presvytera Kathy

Myrrhophores coordinator
Jan Munk

Estavromenon icon
Reva Abood in memory of Edward

Paschal Feast Produce
Jim Setas/Stan Setas Produce

The young men of GOYA served as Epitaphio
bearers on Holy Friday, conducting themselves
with the appropriate solemnity required for the
procession.  Thank you for your service.

At the Agape service on Pascha, parishioners
shared their skills, reading the Gospel in sev-
eral languages:  Arabic - George Abdallah,   Ger-
man - Kathryn Economy, Russian: Marina
Poroshin, and Spanish: Elizabeth Brown.

Special thanks to Art Baryames and Baryames
Cleaners for keeping the vestments of the Holy
Altar clean and serviceable all year long.

A special note of thanks goes to Chris
Kateyiannis for his tireless efforts throughout
Holy Week to put the church into good condi-
tion after each service.
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 International Superstar Tenor
 American Tour

 Mario Frangoulis “Daring and inspiring…”
 Billboard Magazine

World renowned, Frangoulis will be making his
first appearance in the Detroit area on Saturday
May 6, 2006. From classics to jazz, his energy
is inspired by contemporary pop. Bocelli and
Grobin fans will be bewitched.

Dr. David DiChiera, founder and general direc-
tor, Michigan Opera Theater, will be the Master
of Ceremonies for the introduction of this great
new pop tenor to Detroit audiences.

Tickets are available from $40 and $65 for bal-
cony seating, $20 students, $75 and $100 for
main floor seating and $200 for Orchestra Pit
and Box seating.  For information, sponsorship/
Meet and Greet opportunities and program ad-
vertising call (586) 779-6111 or (248) 823-2400.

Purchase tickets at the box office of the Opera
House, (313) 237-SING, through Ticketmaster,
(248) 645-6666, or the Metropolis office, (313)
823-2400, or the Assumption office, (586)
779-6111.

Frangoulis’ performance is a benefit concert for
Assumption Greek Orthodox Church Fire Res-
toration Fund and the Greek Orthodox Metropo-
lis of Detroit cultural programs.

Detroit Opera House
1526 Broadway
Detroit, Michigan 48226

Please Note:  Student Tickets ARE available for
only $20.00!  Make sure to take advantage of
this great deal. Please remember... Attending
this benefit concert supports the Assumption
Church Fire Restoration Fund and the Greek
Orthodox Metropolis of Detroit.

The Lamplighter

Materials for the June issue of The Lamplighter
are due on May 15, the third Monday of the
month.  Please email materials to
mansour@msu.edu, or, if necessary, leave hard
copy in the Parish Office.



On Sunday, May 21, 2006, during the church
coffee hour the Odyssey Program will recognize
the students who have participated in the pro-
gram this past year. The coffee hour will feature
Loukoumathes.  Proceeds from this coffee hour
will be donated to the Holy Trinity Iconography
Project.

The Odyssey Board sends a special thank you
to our Greek language teachers for the 2005-06
school year.  Under the directorship of Dr. Zana
Litos the teaching staff -- Eleni Geogakopoulou,
Melina Litos and Stella Sorovigas -- has provided
an excellent environment for the learning of the
Greek language.

ODYSSEY
By. . . .George Lafkas

This year’s AHEPA Palm Sunday Plaki Dinner
and Graduate Reception was very successful
with 188 dinners being served.  The program
was enhanced by the principal speaker, fellow
AHEPAN and Presiding Judge of the Ingham
County Probate Court, R. George Economy.
Father Mark also offered remarks appropriate
to the event.

Eleven graduates were honored with Elitsa
Nicolaou and Amy Putnam receiving $500.00
awards, Kellie Kafantaris and Laura Skorich re-
ceiving $250.00 awards, and Elizabeth Brown
and Elise Peaney receiving $100.00 awards.
Congratulations to all of the eleven graduates
who have compiled outstanding records of ac-
complishments.

On behalf of the chapter, president Vackis
Nicolaou presented a check for $1,500 to Holy
Trinity’s Odyssey program.  Accepting the check
were Zana Litos, Odyssey director, and George
Lafkas, Odyssey Board chairman.

The next AHEPA event is the outing to
Oldsmobile Park to see the Lansing Lugnuts play
on Saturday, May 20.  Previous outings have
been fun filled family events.  Thirty seats at
$9.00 each have been reserved for the 7:05 p.m.
game.  Contact George Lafkas at 351-3121 no

later than May 8 to reserve your ticket(s) and make
sure you are not left out.  An extra bonus for that
evening will be the fireworks display at
Oldsmobile Park immediately upon conclusion
of the baseball game.

The spring semester has been full of blessings
for our OCF chapter at Michigan State.  In early
March, five of our members participated in the
national OCF Real Break program.  Charlie
Pizanis, Kate Fandrick, John Abud, and John
Karagoulis, traveled to Rosarito, Mexico to work
at St. Innocent’s Orphanage, a home for teen-
age boys.  While there, the team poured con-
crete, helped build a house for a family, and most
importantly built relationships with their Ortho-
dox brothers and sisters from Mexico, and else-
where in the U.S.  Georgia Stamatopoulos, was
our lone representative to San Francisco, where
she worked at a homeless outreach, painting,
preparing meals for the hungry, and organizing
a charity shop.  Without the financial and spiri-
tual support of our Holy Trinity family, our par-
ticipation in the Real Break experience would
not have been possible.  On behalf of all of our
OCF members, we extend our warmest thanks
to all the parishioners of Holy Trinity.

In other OCF news, the conclusion of the term
brings the end of an era in OCF history.  Charlie
Pizanis, John Karagoulis, and Greg
Stamatopoulos are graduating from MSU, and
will be moving on to other endeavors.  This
means that a new crop of students is taking re-
sponsibility for the chapter.  At our last meeting
in April, new officers were elected and here are
the results:
President: John Abud- St. George, Flint
Vice President/Treasurer: Nicole Brinkman- Holy
Trinity, Grand Rapids
Secretary: Georgia Stamatopoulos- St. Nicho-
las, Ann Arbor
Communications Director: Njugu Gachugu- St.
James, Williamston

Thank you all again for the many ways in which
you have supported our OCF mission of keep-
ing college students connected to the Church.
We look forward to sharing many more of our
experiences with you in the coming years.

AHEPA
By. . . .Phillip Frangos

OCF
By. . . .John Karagoulis
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Visitation of His Eminence Metropolitan Nicholas
Saturday of Lazarus, 15 April 2006
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