
        “Yea, Thou dost light my lamp;  the Lord my God
                  lightens my darkness. . .”  (Psalms 18:28)

This issue of The Lamplighter  is spon-
sored by Tina Lewis in memory of her
sister Sonia Lewis.
May her memory be eternal!

The Lamplighter is the official publication of Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church of Lansing.  It has
been  published  monthly since 1967.
Visit  us at www.holytrinity-lansing.org.
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PARISH  COUNCIL
By. . . .George Mansour

As we enter this solemn period in preparation for
the celebration of the glorious resurrection of our
Lord at Pascha, the Parish Council extends its
wishes to the community for a good Lent.

1. To keep the community informed of matters at
Holy Trinity, the Council asked that The
Lamplighter include in its monthly format the pre-
vious month’s profit and loss statement for the
Operations Fund, received and approved by the
Council.  Operations is the most active fund in which
contributions are recorded and operating expenses
are made.  Also, since much time lapses between
General Assembly meetings (as much as eight
months!), a copy of draft minutes of assembly meet-
ings will appear in the immediately succeeding is-
sue of The Lamplighter.  In the current issue, the
information is found on pages 9 - 11.

2.  New Custodial / Usage Fee.  It is necessary to
assess a fee for use of the sanctuary for such
special services as Baptisms and Weddings.
These events usually take place at times when the
sanctuary must be specially opened and requires
special heating or cooling.  When these events oc-
cur on Saturdays, the priest has usually been the
one left with the task of straightening and cleaning
the sanctuary for Sunday services.  In view of the
extraordinary rise in utility costs and what will be an
increase in the custodian’s responsibilities, the fol-
lowing fee schedule has been adopted: Baptisms -
$50; Weddings - $100.  These are exclusively custo-
dial / usage fees for the sanctuary.

3.  Necessary facts about Holy Trinity’s finances.
What does it cost for Holy Trinity to operate?
Where does it come from?  In 2005 it cost more
than $1000 each week just for the parish building
to stand unused.  That is, $1000 before the doors

were opened, before any service was offered,
before any program was implemented.  This is
the amount needed for the electricity and gas bills,
the insurance, and the archdiocesan assessment.
And we all know what in which direction utilities
and insurance bills are going!

In 2005, to operate the parish with its spiritual,
religious, cultural, education, social programs
cost $4873 each week.  The $4873 included the
$1000 mentioned, personnel costs (priest, office staff,
custodian, choir director, personnel taxes and ben-
efits), youth programs, supplies for the church, the
office, and the kitchen, telephone, maintenance, re-
pairs and other miscellaneous expenses.

In 2006, it will take at least $4939 each week ($66
more than last year) for the same programs and
activities.

The source for these funds, in accord with the
approved budget, is principally stewardship of-
ferings of $230,531 (89.8%)!  Although we antici-
pate some money to be received from “loose of-
ferings,” e.g., candle offerings, cash in the weekly
collection plate, this amounts to only about 7% of
what is needed.  Some miscellaneous offerings,
e.g., prosforo and lamplighter sponsorships will
account for a little over 3% of the budget. In 2006, it
will take at least $4939 each week to operate the
parish.

The parish ended last year with a shortfall of over
$12,000, and we started 2006 with a deficit as well:
In January, receipts totaled $9,349.48 and real
expenses were $18642.46, amounting to a deficit
of over -$9,000.   The weekly cost of $4939 to
operate the parish is not imaginary, but very real!

The Council requests that you keep these data
in mind as you consider your pledges and make
your contributions for the current year.



PHILOPTOCHOS
By. . . .Soussana Tesseris

February began with our Foreign Missions Cof-
fee at which we  made loukoumathes and were
able to send in $200 to this charity.  Thanks to
George Lafkas and Steve Willard and to every-
one  who helped that day.

March is going to be a very busy month for
Philoptochos.  The following people have signed
up for the Friday Night Lenten Coffee Hours.
   March 10 - Manya Constant
   March 17 - Bess Carantza
   March 24 - Jan Munk
   March 31 - Frances Katsiris & Nancy Malvetis
   April 7 - Vicki Kateyiannis

On Saturday March 11, our chapter is hosting a
Lenten Retreat for all of the Michigan Chapters.
Divine Liturgy will be celebrated in the church at
9:30 a.m. followed by a Memorial Service.   Break-
fast and lunch will be combined with fellowship.
Father Mark and Father James Bogdan of Grand
Rapids will offer us  inspiration on a Lenten theme
and “Orthopraxia–How to Live as Orthodox Chris-
tians.”   Place this date on your calendar and we
hope to have a good representation from our Lan-
sing chapter.  Please volunteer  on how you can
help to host this for our chapter.

Philoptochos will be sponsoring the coffee hour
on March 19.   Call Glykeria Christofilis and vol-
unteer to come and help.

On Wednesday, March 22, Fr. Mark will go to
Grand Rapids and Fr. Jim Bogdan will be here for
services.  Take time to come for the service and
for the coffee afterwards to welcome Father Jim.

On Saturday March 25,  Philoptochos will spon-
sor a luncheon for everyone after the services.  If
you would like to help with any of the events that
Philoptochos sponsors,  please contact any of the
board members listed below.

A few months back a letter was sent out to all of
our Philoptochos members to sign up and com-
mit to help with the different events.   So far, we
have received 8 responses.   I know that many
more of you intend to help, but we need to be
told how and where you would like to be listed
as a volunteer and to take responsibility.  I per-
sonally would like Philoptochos to contininue
having the Bake Sale and other events that the
Philoptochos ladies of the past  started and were

committed to.   Please send in your form or just
let anyone on the board know you would like to
help and sign up to head a committee or special
event.  You are needed very much.  Philoptochos
helps in many, many ways and you can be a part
of it!  We send money to different charities each
year and help many organizations in need.
WE NEED YOUR HELP AND COMMITMENT!

The 2006 PHILOPTOCHOS BOARD
Glykeria Christofilis Diane Dellis
Ethna Haggerty Frances Katsiris
Nancy Malvetis, Advisor Irene Kontis
Olga Pascalenos, Treasurer    Ina Samra
Eleanor Spaulding, Secretary Dee Vosovic
Martha Stathopoulos             Koula Tzoumakas
Soussana Tesseris, President
Mary Volakakis, Vice President Tamara Wright

***THERE ARE MANY SERVICES IN THE
MONTHS OF MARCH AND APRIL AND
MORE PROSFORA ARE NEEDED.

PROSFORON:  Reminder

Saturday, March 4, Pamela Stevenson
Saturday of Souls

Sunday, March 5, Ljubica Suzic
Sunday of Cheesefare

Wednesday, March 8, Mirijana Suzic
Pre-Sanctified Liturgy

Saturday, March 11, Alexandria Takis
Saturday of Souls

Sunday, March 12, Eleftheria & Maria Tassopoulos
Sunday of Orthodoxy

Wednesday, March 15, Paula Terzian
Pre-Sanctified Liturgy

Sunday, March 19, Sophia Tesseris
Sunday of St. Gregory Palamas

Wednesday, March 22, Soussana Tesseris
Pre-Sanctified Liturgy

Saturday, March 25, Peggy Thodis
Annunciation of the Theotokos

Sunday, March 26, Angela Tzoumakas
Sunday of Cross Veneration

Wednesday, March 29, Krisoula Tzumakas
Pre-Sanctified Liturgy
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With the Fear of God, Faith, and
Love Draw Near!

By. . . .Fr. Mark Sietsema

On a recent Sunday, I was forced by events to
make some remarks about receiving Holy Com-
munion with a proper sense of respect and
thoughtfulness about what you are doing.  At
the request of many parishioners, I am repeat-
ing those remarks here.  I would ask, please,
for all parishioners to discuss these instructions
with their children.

· Ladies, please do not wear lipstick to church,
or, remove it completely before Communion

· Please, please do not let children come to
church with “glitter” lipstick or glitter
makeup.

· Stand close to the chalice … with your mouth
within a few inches of the rim

· If you are tall, bend your knees and look up-
wards with open mouth so that Commun-
ion can be delivered downwards into your
mouth

· Close your lips on the spoon completely and
do not pull away until the spoon has been
withdrawn completely from your mouth

· Do not scrape off the Communion with your
teeth or your upper lip: receive the spoon
as you would any other spoon

· Hold your corner of the communion cloth un-
der your chin (not on your chin, but beneath
it!): continue to hold it until the person be-
hind you takes hold of it

· Make the sign of the cross while you are away
from the chalice, but never directly in front
of the chalice: be careful always not to jostle
the chalice

· Please say your name distinctly every time you
approach the chalice

· You are allowed to brush your teeth and use
mouthwash before receiving Communion:
not only is this not breaking the fast, it is in
fact an act of respect to clean your mouth in
preparation for the Sacrament

· Babies are to be held with their heads cradled
in your right arm: please make sure that their
arms and legs are well secured

· Please dress appropriately for church: for
young men, dress shirts and dress shoes;
for young women, no bare midriffs or mini-
skirts or low necklines

Above all, please treat Holy Communion as one
of the most holy moments of your life, and
prepare accordingly.  Thank you.

Great Lent begins on March 6.  It is a time for
self-examination and re-dedication.  In that spirit,
I am calling on all parishioners to join in a project
for the good of the community.

I ask that all Sunday School students find ways
at home to earn $1 per week to give to the
parish’s iconography project.  This $1 is on top
of any other money they normally give in con-
nection with Sunday School or lighting candles.
The $1 per week can be earned from Mom and
Dad by an extra chore of some kind.  It is, in
other words, a commitment to do something
visible at home for the sake of the church.

It is my hope that our Sunday School kids can
raise a total of at least $500 in the course of Great
Lent 2006 for the new iconography.  This will
give them a healthy sense of participation in this
monumental undertaking.

Mom and Dad, please take seriously this call
for the children to get involved.  Please don’t
just give them an extra $1 every week.  Please
make them earn it.  But please also make the
ways of earning it realistic and attainable, so
that the little ones do not get discouraged.

In the same way, I ask the adult parishioners to
consider how they can make a meaningful
Lenten sacrifice on behalf of the parish.  It is
amazing what a number of small contributions,
taken together, can add up to.

Consider, grown-ups, giving up that daily can
of soda pop, or the extra fancy cup of coffee
from Starbucks.  Take the dollars you save ev-
ery week and put them in the second trays that
will be passed every Sunday of Great Lent.  I
would hope that every adult parishioner could
find ways—through acts of sacrifice—to put an
extra $5 in the second tray each Sunday of Lent.

Let your Lenten discipline have a purpose.  Our
parish is experiencing a budget crunch, and your
Lenten almsgiving can make a big difference.
We can do great things together when we each
pitch in a little.

God bless you!!  Kali Sarakosti!!

LENTEN  PROJECT
By. . . .Fr. Mark Sietsema
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Forty Lansing GOYAans and parents attended
the Dayton Basketball Tournament during Presi-
dents’ Weekend.  Everyone had a great time and
made new friends.  Our boys finished third place.

Our Bowling Fun day was Saturday 25 with a
swell turnout.  We were joined with friends from
Sterling Heights, Troy, Saginaw, and Dayton.
Everyone attended the Zorba dance, and it was
nice to see our GOYAans spend time with friends
they have made from other Orthodox parishes.

We would like to thank all the parents that helped
out with the Macaronada we could not do it with-
out your help.

There is a Pre-Lented Lock-in being held in
Grand Rapids on March 10-11.  Everyone inter-
ested should please let us know soon.

GOYA
By. . . .Maria Alexander & Koula Nicolaou

JOY had a fun time bowling in February!!  Ev-
eryone did a really good job, but Nikki Stevenson
took home the strike crown!  Congratulations,
NIkki!

JOY will be assisting with the Carnival on March
3. We will supply a “Family Fun Night” basket
for the raffle (no donations needed).   Anyone
interested in running a game, face painting, or
assisting with food, please let us know.  We need
as many people as possible for this fun event!!

JOY
By. . . .Alicia Hostetler & Stacie Neros

(Please note:  Pictures in color of the JOY outing and of
the GOYA coed soccer group can be seen on the parish
web page: www.HolyTrinity-Lansing.org/events.htm)

Spring is coming; it is very evident by the busy
Sunday School calendar!

Please make note of the following events.

Carnival Party—March 3.
Please join us for games, pizza, and clown fun!!
6:00-8:00 pm in the large social room.  Game
tickets are 25 cents each.  All proceeds will go
to the Cristo Rey Community Center.  Please
help our kids help our community!  If you would
like to donate an item for the Basket Raffle the
theme is Mother’s Day.  Any item that would be
about pampering mom would be perfect!  Bring
the item to the church office or the night of the
carnival and give to Stephanie Haynie.

Great Compline Potluck and Service—March 6
Join us for a Lenten potluck dinner at 6:00 pm.
Bring your own table service and a Lenten dish
to pass.  Drinks will be provided.  Then stay for
the Great Compline service starting at 7:00 pm.
The 4th–8th grade students participate by read-
ing in the service.  If you have questions about
your child doing a reading see Kathy Hogg, Ellen
Rzepka, or Jan Munk.  Hope to see you there!

Sunday of Orthodoxy-Icon Procession and Cof-
fee Hour--March 12.
Please have your child bring to church an Icon
to carry during the procession.  We also host
coffee hour this day.  Please bring an item to
pass for coffee hour.  Fruit trays, vegetable trays,
cheese and crackers, or desserts are great!
Remember we are donating all proceeds from
coffee hours to the Iconography project this
school year! Thank you for your help!

Oratorical Festival—Junior/Senior Division—
March 19.
A change in plans!  We WILL have the junior/
senior division of the Oratorical Festival.  Be-
cause of the late start we will not be participat-
ing in the elementary division.  But the 7th-12th
grades will have this wonderful opportunity this
year.  Look for a mailing with all the information
to come to your house.  Please encourage your
children to participate; it is a valuable spiritual
and educational experience.

Thank you to Stella Economy for volunteering
to coordinate this year’s Oratorical Festival!

RELIGIOUS  EDUCATION
By. . . .Stephanie Haynie
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NEW  TRANSLATION  OF  THE  NICENCE CREED
By. . . .Fr. Mark Sietsema

The Holy Eparchial Synod of the Archdiocese of America recently approved a new translation of the
Nicene Creed that is mandated for use in all the parishes of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
America.  At long last, we as a Church will be confessing the faith in the same words in every com-
munity across the continent.

Thanks to the generosity of the David and Liana Pridnia family, new prayer cards have been pur-
chased for our parish and placed in the pews.  We will use these cards from now on instead of the
red books when it comes time to recite together the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer.

The text of the new translation is given below.  I would ask that all parishioners please take a mo-
ment to read the following instructions, and to convey this information to their children:

• please do not take these prayer cards home: they are for use in the sanctuary only
• please do not write on them or mark them in anyway
• please place them back in the pew rack when you are done with them
• please do not let them fall to the floor or be sat upon in the pew
• there is an icon of the Lord on these cards: please treat them with all due respect

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-
begotten Son of God, begotten of the
Father before all ages; Light of Light,
true God of true God, begotten, not
make, of one essence with the Father,
through Whom all things were made.

Who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven, and was incarnate of
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and
became man.

He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate,
and suffered and was buried;

And He rose on the third day, according to
the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven and is seated on the
right hand of the Father;

And He will come again with glory to judge
the living and the dead; His kingdom
shall have no end.

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Creator
of Life, Who proceeds from the Father,
Who together with the Father and the
Son is worshiped and glorified, Who
spoke through the prophets.

In one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church,
I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of

sins.
I look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the age to come.  Amen
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ODYSSEY
By. . . .George Lafkas

Greek dance lessons will start again in March.
The dance classes are for adults and youth, for
beginners and those who want to practice or im-
prove their skills.  Both basic and advanced dance
steps will be taught. Nick Kritselis has agreed to
lead the class again the year.  The classes will be
held on Sundays from 2:30–4:00 PM, on March
5, 12, 19 & 26, in the parish’s Social Room.  Please
feel free to join the 15 individuals who participated
last year.  Why don’t you bring the whole family!

The Odyssey Program will sponsor the Greek In-
dependence Day program this year on March 26,
2006.  Fr. Mark will provide a short lecture on
Education in Greece during the Turkish occupa-
tion.  We will also celebrate this special day by
preparing Loukoumathes for the coffee hour.

The Odyssey Board sends a special note of ap-
preciation and thank you to Rosalie Baryames
for her generous contribution to the Odyssey
Program.

AHEPA
By. . . .Phillip Frangos

The members of Wolverine Chapter are begin-
ning to plan for major chapter events to be held
later in the year.  These include the Palm Sunday
Fish Plaki dinner, the graduate reception,
a summer outing, the Labor Day picnic, and the
fall Greek Village Feast.

Chapter members are asked to attend the chap-
ter meeting to be held on Saturday, March 4, at
9:00 a.m.  The meeting site will be at the Coral
Gables restaurant in East Lansing.  Meetings have
been few in number this year so members are
asked to attend the meeting, enjoy a good break-
fast and fellowship, and help in the planning of
future events.  The meeting will tie up only the
early portion of the attendees’ morning.

AHEPA will honor the youngsters in the com-
munity who are graduating from high school this
June at the Palm Sunday Fish Plaki dinner on
Sunday, April 16.  This year’s graduates include
Elizabeth Brown, Richie Farran, Lexi Grimm,
Kellie Kafantaris, Elitsa Nicolaou, Amy Putnam,
Laura Skorich, and Josh Smalley.  If there are any
other young people whose names do not appear
in this list, please contact Phillip Frangos at
351-0038 as soon as possible.

Information relating to the April 16 event, includ-
ing details of local and district AHEPA scholar-
ships, will be sent to eligible graduates and their
families in early March.  In order to qualify for a
chapter scholarship, graduates will have to write
a short essay, details of which will be provided
with the information to be mailed in March.

Once again, Wolverine Chapter thanks the en-
tire community for support extended to AHEPA
in performance of its programs and activities.

- Helen Alexander
- John Angelacos
- Eleni Fournodavlos
- Chrisoula Limber
- Natasha (Markakis) Nye
- Eleni Georgakopoulou and

baby Konstantina
- Maria Frangos
- Electra Nicolaou
- John Petroff
- Georgana Popoff
- Stan Setas
- Lou Stamatakos

PRAYERS
FOR  THE  HEALTH  OF. . . .

Saturday, March 18, is the date for our annual
Lenten Church Cleanup Day. All are invited to
come and clean the House of God, inside and out.
We will clean from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. Lunch
will be served.  For details, contact Mike
Karagoulis or Yvonne Joseph, your church’s Main-
tenance Committee leaders.

SPRING  CLEAN UP  DAY
By. . . .Michael Karagoulis

CONDOLENCES  TO. . . .
- The Garry Grimm family on the recent,

unexpected passing of his father.   May his
memory be eternal.
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Much has been accomplished on the Iconogra-
phy project since it was approved by the General
Assembly, thanks to the help of many parishio-
ners.  Progress to date includes:

a) appointment of George Filippakis as iconogra-
pher; b)  solicitation of  pledges for 28 pieces of
iconography (i.e., 6 icons for the iconostasion, 4
hierarchs for the altar area, 2 icons for the proth-
eses, 4 iconographic medallions of the evange-
lists, 2 medallions of female saints, 6 iconographic
panels of scenes from the life of Christ, the
Platytera, the Pantokrator, and icons of Sts.
George and Demetrios for the arched alcoves);
c) commissioning the iconographer to write icons
as they became fully pledged; d) the design, fab-
rication, assembly and installation of the
Pantokrator dome; e) preparation of  the east, west
and south plena in the Sanctuary; f) construction
and preparation of the foundation for the Platytera;
g) adoption of a concept design for a new
iconostasion; h) appointment of Michael Kapetan
as sculptor for the new iconostasion.

Indeed, much has been accomplished!

The sculptor will soon submit to the parish a
depiction in color of the new iconostasion, which
will be on public display when it arrives.  The
wood carvings will be splendid and will depict
diverse Orthodox Christian motifs.   A partial,
concept sketch of one arch will suffice to give a
sense of the type of carvings that may be used
on the iconostasion arcade.  (Please keep in
mind this is only a concept sketch, not a de-
tailed representation of the finished product.)

Examples of some of Kapetan’s religious carv-
ings can be viewed at:
http://www.mikekapetan.com/carved-index.htm

In addition to the help in planning and implemen-
tation, parishioners have accomplished much dur-
ing this period through their pledges to fund the
iconography.  The number of parishioners who
came forth to support the project shows that this
is clearly a parish undertaking:  iconography do-
nors include  87 Pledge Units, representing 142
Individuals, 2 organizations (AHEPA &
Philoptochos), representing many more parish-
ioners, 2 collections from Sunday School chil-
dren, and 3 coffees to date offered in support of
the project.  Truly a parish project! The following
summarizes the funding:  The cost of the icons is
$247,900, and the amount pledged, $247,900,
most of which has already been received.  The
next step will be the funding campaign for the
Iconostasion portion of the project.  No formal
drive has begun; but unsolicited pledges already
total over $13,000 towards the iconostasion. It is
anticipated that the total project – iconography
and iconostasion – will be completed and installed
towards the end of this year-- a wonderful, long-
awaited day for Holy Trinity and our community!!

ICONOGRAPHY  PROJECT :
An Update

By. . . .George Mansour

Please note that every week your child, a stu-
dent, in our religious education class, has a
homework assignment. These assignments are
designed to help your child develop a daily
prayer and scripture routine.  Each should take
no longer than five minutes per day (and most
of them less than that!) and can easily be done
in the morning, before bed, or after school.

Please encourage your student to be faithful to
fulfilling this class requirement (and as an in-
centive, they receive a treat if they do). If you
would like updates on what the current assign-
ment is and on what we are studying in class,
please email me (janicemunk@cs.com) with
your address and I will be happy to keep you
informed.  Your help and encouragement will
be much appreciated as your child prepares for
class and life.  Thank you.

MESSAGE  FOR  PARENTS  OF
7th and 8th  GRADERS

By. . . .Jan Munk, Teacher
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Spring semester is well under way, and our OCF
chapter has been busy with the typical student
activities of homework, papers, exams, and at-
tending our regular meetings.  We are now meet-
ing twice a month on alternating Tuesdays and
Wednesdays in the MSU Union’s Purdue Room,
in order to accommodate the diverse schedules
of our students.

God has blessed us in many ways this year.
Over winter break, four of our students attended
the national OCF College Conference at the
Antiochian Village in Pennsylvania.  The theme
of the conference was “Abide in Me, and I in
You” from John 15:4-5.  It was an awesome op-
portunity for these students to learn more about
their faith while enjoying the fellowship of other
Orthodox college students.

This March 4-11, a group of us will be partici-
pating in the Real Break program. Charlie
Pizanis, Kate Fandrik, John Abud, and John
Karagoulis will travel to Tijuana, Mexico to build
houses and serve at St. Innocent’s Orphanage.
Georgia Stamatopoulos will serve at Raphael
House, a outreach facility for homeless fami-
lies in San Francisco.  Due to limited vacancies
in the OCF missions, we were not all able to go
on the same trip, but we are looking forward to
what God has in store for us on the trips we will
be attending.  We would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank you all for the support in prayers
and funds that you have bestowed on us.  We
look forward to sharing our experiences with
the Holy Trinity community at the coffee hour
after the Liturgy at Holy Trinity on April 2.

Anyone interested in finding out more about us,
please visit our web site at  www.msu.edu/~ocf,
or contact Charlie Pizanis directly at
pizanisc@msu.edu.

OCF:
Orthodox  Christian  Fellowship

By. . . .John Karagoulis

Ionian Village builds faith and friendships
that last a lifetime!

IONIAN  VILLAGE
An Orthodox Summer Camp in Greece!

Name________________________________

Address______________________________

City______________State_____Zip________

Phone___________________

E-mail_______________________________

Parish Priest/Community________________

_____________________________________

Please check the program in which you are
interested:

__ Summer Travel Camp, 7th-9th grades,
June 29-July 16, 2006

__ Byzantine Venture, 10th-12th grades,
July 24-August 13, 2006

Complete and mail this form to:  Ionian Village, 83
St. Basil Road, Garrison NY  10524

For more information, or a registration packet, visit
our website at www.ionianvillage.org, or contact
Ionian Village at (646) 519-6190, or via email at
Ionianvillage@goarch.org

IONIAN VILLAGE IS A PROGRAM OF THE
GREEK  ORTHODOX  ARCHDIOCES  OF  AMERICA

CONGRATULATIONS  TO. . . .

Mike & Marina Arciniaga on the birth of their son Gre-
gory Peter Arciniaga, born January 9, 2006, and to his
proud grandparents Peter and Frances Katsiris.
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March 5, 2006
Sunday of Cheesefare and Mission Sunday

The Hierarchs of the Standing Conference of
Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas

To all the Clergy and the Laity of the Holy Or-
thodox Churches in the Americas

Then He said to His disciples, ‘The harvest is
plentiful, but the laborers are few; pray therefore the
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his har-
vest.’   (Matthew 9: 37-38)

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As the Hierarchs of the Standing Conference of
Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the Americas
(SCOBA), we greet you in the peace of our Lord,
God, and Savior Jesus Christ on this Sunday of
Cheesefare.  This day immediately precedes the
beginning of our spiritual journey of Great and
Holy Lent, a day which it has become our cus-
tom to observe annually as “Mission Sunday.”
On this day, we commend the noble work of our
Orthodox Christian missionaries everywhere who
have realized Jesus’ words that “the harvest is
plentiful but the laborers are few” (Matthew 9:37),
and who have prayerfully responded to His call
by going out as laborers to spread the Good News
of salvation to all corners of the earth.

Jesus’ exhortation ‘to pray’ that the Lord send forth
laborers into His harvest stands as the focus of His
appeal to His disciples, for it communicates the great
urgency at hand, even in our contemporary world.
The Lord’s harvest continues to be as ripe as ever,
the laborers continue to be few, and there continue
to be those living in our world who, as Jesus ac-
knowledged, are “harassed and helpless, like
sheep without a shepherd” (Matthew 9:36).

It is here where the vital work of our Orthodox
Christian Mission Center (OCMC), the foreign mis-
sionary agency of SCOBA headquartered in St.
Augustine, Florida, serves as a witness of hope
and as an affirmative response to Jesus’ exhorta-
tion to “pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to
send out laborers into His harvest” (Matthew 9:38).
For more than three decades the OCMC has ear-
nestly endeavored to answer this prayer by send-
ing and supporting priests, missionaries, teach-
ers, mission teams, and medical workers around
the globe.  Accordingly, we see the good work of
the OCMC grow substantially each year.  With 25
missionaries and 272 mission priests currently
serving throughout the world, the year 2006

demonstrates great potential for substantial pros-
perity.  This year alone, OCMC plans to send 12
mission teams of priests, seminarians and lay
volunteers abroad to teach, preach, feed and
build.  By the end of 2006, the OCMC looks for-
ward to the benefits of moving into new, expanded
facilities to enhance its work even further.

Today, Jesus’ call to missionary work contin-
ues as a global invitation that is extended to
Christian men and women of every race, nation-
ality, and ethnic origin, and the call to preach the
Good News of salvation is inherently inclusive.
The work of missions serves to offer those who
have not yet heard the saving Truth of the Gospel
the blessing to enter into union with Christ and
into fellowship with the global community of
Christians.  Therefore, we extend this invitation
to each of you on this day by exhorting you, as
Jesus implored, ‘to pray’ fervently that the Lord
may send more and more laborers into His har-
vest.  Through your prayers, perhaps you your-
selves may be led to consider the immense spiri-
tual rewards of participating in one of the many
missions offered by the OCMC as a direct means
of answering the Lord’s call to go forth and “make
disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19).  Alter-
natively, your fervent prayers may lead you to con-
sider supporting the OCMC by contributing to its
work through your financial and material support,
according to your own abilities, supporting those
worthy laborers abroad who have answered the
Lord’s call to go forth into His harvest.

As we enter into the Lenten season, embarking
upon a spiritual and disciplined journey toward
our eternal salvation, let us remember Jesus’ ex-
hortation to pray that the Lord may send forth labor-
ers into His harvest, so that all persons from all places
of the earth may come to know His abiding love and
saving truth.  We wish you a blessed Lenten sea-
son, and we pray that it may bring you and your
families a rich harvest of spiritual fruits this year.

With paternal blessings and love in Christ,
Signed by:
+Archbishop DEMETRIOS, Chairman
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

And the Hierarchs of the: Antiochian Orthodox
Christian Archdiocese of North America;  Serbian
Orthodox Church in the USA and Canada; Ameri-
can Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese in the
USA; Orthodox Church in America; Romanian Or-
thodox Archdiocese in America and Canada; Bul-
garian Eastern Orthodox Church;  Ukrainian Or-
thodox Church in the USA; and Albanian Ortho-
dox Diocese of America
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Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church
General Assembly

Minutes
12 February 2006

1.  Opening- The General Assembly was called to order at 12:15 PM by George Mansour, President.
Father Mark gave the opening prayer.  V. Nicolaou reported that a quorum was present.  G. Tesseris’s
motion (second, A. Popoff) to elect G. Mansour to chair passed by voice vote.  L. Stamatakos motion
(second, G. Kavalaris) to approve the Minutes of the October 2, 2005, General Assembly as distributed
passed by voice vote.

2.  Comments by Father Mark- Fr. Mark reported that there were 11 baptisms, 2 chrismations, 5 wed-
dings (more than usual for the celebrations) and 6 funerals (average) this past year.  He stated there
was good attendance overall to the services in 2005.  The book discussions/bible studies also had
good attendance this past month and provided good discussions and sermon topics.  He sees that
there is a willingness by the parish to develop the adult religious education.  He would like to see more
regular commitment by the Altar Boys, Narthex Attendants and the Sunday School children at services.

3.  Comments by the President- G. Mansour introduced the new members of the Parish Council, H.
Fitzgerald and A. Popoff.

4.  Reports-
a.  Financial Statement 2005- H. Fitzgerald, Treasurer, explained the income and the expenses

for both the Operations Fund and the Capital Fund.  He went on to explain the amount of money it took
to run Holy Trinity in 2005, $4873/ week.  He stated that stewardship represents 90% of the source of
our budget.

In 2005,  $239,507.53 was the income received and $251,570 was the income budgeted, we did not
meet the budget.  The total expenses were $251,710.56 bringing our Net Income to a negative amount
of -$12,203.03.

Capital Fund- Total Liabilities & Equity: 380,496.42
Net Income:-25,335.57

Operations Fund- Total Liabilities & Equity: 34,225.61
Net Income: -12,203.03

Restricted Fund-T otal Liabilities & Equity:147,517.03
Net Income: 19,309.32

Several members raised questions.  L. Stamatakos asked how free we are to change and move money
from one account to another.  G. Mansour explained that money can be moved across funds, with the
exception of the Restricted Fund.  G.  Tesseris questioned the restricted fund and asked if the 3 funds
are dealt with separately. G. Mansour responded in the positive.

b.  Loan Status- G. Mansour explained the history of events bringing everyone up-to-date on the
parish’s loan debt, stating that in 2003, a Line-of-Credit was approved by the Assembly to have funds
available.  In 2004, the Assembly approved taking draws against the line as needed up to a maximum
of $325,000 to cover expenses involved in replacing the roof and steeple and to address some renova-
tion matters in the Sanctuary.  As of 2005, the construction draws against the Line-of-Credit costs  were
associated with:
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1    removal and disposal of previous roof covering
2    replacement of damaged roof decking
3    materials and labor for construction of modified gable
4    materials and labor for installation of new roof covering
5    roof drainage system
6   installation of steeple support system
7   modification of steeple support system
8   installation of interior dome
9   fabrication and delivery of new steeple
10 installation of new steeple
11 first draw for iconostasis sculptor

G. Mansour went on to explain and discuss the terms associated with the Loan.
Type of Loan: 7-year Balloon
Terms of Loan:
Rate of Interest: 6.75%
Length: 7 years, payable/renegotiable at the end of 7 years (normally 3-5 years)
Monthly Payment: $2,082.08
Amount of Loan: $298,152.64 (the amount for the projects completed listed above)

Questions and concerns were discussed by various members.  T. Fragale asked if the loan can be
renegotiated before the 7 years.  G. Kavalaris discussed the projects which need to be addressed this
year such as the painting of the roof and lighting.  G. Tesseris questioned which fund the cost of the
iconostasis/other construction costs would be coming from.  G. Mansour read from the Minutes of the
General Assembly meetings for October 5, 2003 and May, 2005 to clarify that the Assembly authorized
the parish to pay for the installation and other construction costs associated with the preparation of the
surfaces for the iconography.  Many members began to indicate they recall this, and B. Stamatakos
stated that it was made clear to the Assembly that the money will be paid by the Parish for the con-
struction and installation costs of the Iconography Project.  G. Mansour reported that to date the cost of
the surface preparation in the Sanctuary is approximately $7000, much below the projected cost of
over $20,000.

c.  Iconography Project- G. Mansour reported that 28 pieces of iconography have been fully
pledged and commissioned, totaling a cost of $247,900.  Pledges received thus far, $210,644. Most of
the balance pending is due by the end of February.  He explained the selection of Michael Kapetan as
the chosen sculptor of the iconostasis.  Samples and concept drawings of M. Kapetan’s work were
projected for the Assembly.  Colored drawings will soon be made available by M. Kapetan. The cost of
the iconostasis is $71,000.  Unsolicited Pledges received thus far, $13,030.  G. Mansour stated that the
contributors of the Iconography Project include: 87 Pledge units (142 individuals), 2 organizations
(AHEPA and Philoptochos), Sunday School (with 2 collections), 3 coffee hours.   A few questions and
concerns were discussed by various members.  G. Kavalaris brought up concerns about the design of
the iconostasis especially the need to enclose cables and the space needed for the wiring.  G. Mansour
assured him that those issues have been addressed.  Sophia Tesseris had a concern regarding the
lighting of the dome and icons.  G. Mansour stated that the iconographer advised the parish to wait for
the icons to be installed before deciding on the lighting.  Jan Munk questioned if all the icons will be
installed a once.  G. Mansour informed her that they will all be installed at the same time.

5.  Old Business- None

6.  New Business- None

Fr. Mark gave the closing prayer, and the Assembly was adjourned at 1:20 PM.

Elaine Christofilis
Secretary
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AHEPA - Known formally as The American Hellenic
Educational Progressive Association, AHEPA has
worked nationally for almost a century to promote
Greek heritage, community service, civic responsi-
bility, philanthropy, and individual excellence.

Vackis Nicolaou - President
Michael Alexander - Vice President
Phillip Frangos - Secretary
Tony Fragale - Treasurer
Nicholas Limber - Athletic Director

GOYA - GOYA is Holy Trinity’s youth group for
high-school-age students.

Elitsa Nicolaou - President -
Kellie Kafantaris - Vice President
Nickki Bates - Secretary
Laura Skoric - Treasurer
Maria Alexander & Koula Nicolaou -

Advisors

JOY - the youth group for students of middle school
and junior high school age.

Alicia Hostetler & Stacie Neros Advisors

BOARD OF AUDITORS -  Elected annually, this
group is responsible for auditing regularly the ac-
counting records of the Parish.

Nicholas Colovos
Greg Delyianne
Dan Popoff

ODYSSEY is a year-long program in Culture and
Greek Language for the children, young adults and
adult members of the parish.

Odyssey School Board:

Maria Alexander
Tula Frangos, Vice President
Curt Kosal
George Lafkas, President
Olga Pascalenos, Secretary
Georgann Popoff
Liana Pridnia
Sue Vlahakis, Treasurer
Angelos Vlahakis

Program Director:

Zana Litos

Parish  Organizations
 2006  Officers:  UPDATED

PARISH COUNCIL - The Parish Council, the elected
administrative body of the Parish,  is responsible
with the Priest to the Bishop for the whole life and
activities of the Parish, conducts the secular af-
fairs of the Parish and oversees the maintenance
and repair of the Parish property.  The priest is an
ex-officio member of the Council.

Elaine Christofilis, Secretary
Stella Economy, Vice President
Hiram Fitzgerald, Treasurer
Yvonne Joseph
Mike Karagoulis
Curt Kosal
George Mansour, President
Vackis Nicolaou
Alexis Popoff
Georgana Popoff
George Sinas
Sue Vlahakis
Fr. Mark Sietsema

PHILOPTOCHOS, or as it is formally known, The La-
dies Philoptochos Society, is the main philanthropic
arm of the Greek Orthodox Church, and is the sec-
ond largest women’s religious charitable organiza-
tion in the United States. It is represented at the United
Nations on the Economic and Social Council.

Philoptochos Board

Glykeria Christofilis
Diane Dellis
Ethna Haggerty
Frances Katsiris
Irene Kontis
Nancy Malvetis - Advisor
Olga Pascalenos - Treasurer
Ina Samra
Eleanor Spaulding - Secretary
Martha Stathopoulos
Soussana Tesseris - President
Koula Tzoumakas
Mary Volakakis - Vice President
Dee Vosovic
Tamara Wright
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Have  you  returned  your  Pledge  Form  yet??Have  you  returned  your  Pledge  Form  yet??Have  you  returned  your  Pledge  Form  yet??Have  you  returned  your  Pledge  Form  yet??Have  you  returned  your  Pledge  Form  yet??
If  not,  please do  so.   You  and  your  pledgeIf  not,  please do  so.   You  and  your  pledgeIf  not,  please do  so.   You  and  your  pledgeIf  not,  please do  so.   You  and  your  pledgeIf  not,  please do  so.   You  and  your  pledge

are  important  at  Holy  Trinity.are  important  at  Holy  Trinity.are  important  at  Holy  Trinity.are  important  at  Holy  Trinity.are  important  at  Holy  Trinity.
You can make a difference!You can make a difference!You can make a difference!You can make a difference!You can make a difference!



JOY  BOWLING  EVENT, February 2006



GOYA  SOCCER  GROUP,  Fall 2005
*  *  *  *  *


