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“Yea, Thou dost light my lamp; the Lord my God
lightens my darkness. ..” (Psalms 18:28)

The Lamplighter is the official publication of Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church of Lansing. It has
been published monthly since 1967.

Visit us at www.holytrinity-lansing.org.

This issue of The Lamplighter honors
the blessing of Holy Trinity Greek Or-
thodox by Fr. Mark Sietsema in this
month, the anniversary of his arrival to
this parish five years ago. Anonymous
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PARISH COUNCIL

By. . ..George Mansour

1. Great Lakes Folk Festival. Once again Holy
Trinity parishioners deserve accolades for their
enthusiastic response to and participation in the
Folk Festival. What a beautiful sight to see pa-
rishioners working joyfully together in their vol-
unteer roles!

On behalf of the Parish Council, | extend our col-
lective appreciation to every soul who participated
in the event. The efforts of the high-school and
college-age kids working alongside the not-so-
young group was noticed by many, and it is a
model that needs to be replicated more here.

The Christian fellowship that seemed to char-
acterize parishioners’ desire to help and to par-
ticipate is, in my opinion, what made it a real
success. In fact, in speaking with some parish-
ioners about the event | have detected a true
hunger or thirst for more fellowship-centered un-
dertakings.

Some have asked about the “financial success” of
the venture. Using that criterion, the event was also
positive. It is too soon to state the “bottom line”
because many bills have not been received, and
people continue to contribute money with purchases
of baklava and other items. Even without the hard
data, | know that we had a significant increase in
sales over last year, and my sense is that the net will
also be substantial. A complete report will soon be
filed. r & |

One clearly satisfied customer -- Alexander Sietsema
-- enjoys a Greek Salad from the Festival.

Pictures in color of the Festival can be seen in the
on-line version of The Lamplighter and on our
website, both available at www.holytrinity-
lansing.org.

2. General Assembly. The Council announces
that in accord with the Bylaws, the General As-
sembly will be convened on Sunday, 2 October,
following the Divine Liturgy. The Agenda is:

1. Call to Order and Prayer

2. Determination of Quorum and Election of Chair
3.Minutes of General Assembly, 15 May 2005

4. Comments by Fr. Mark

5. Old Business

6. New Business:

A. Nomination of Candidates to serve 3-year
terms on the Parish Council - ACTION ITEM --
Four seats will be vacated this year because the
term of office expires. These are held by Eric
Haynie, Yvonne Joseph, William Kritselis, George
Mansour. Each is eligible to serve another term.
Council members who will continue to serve for
their term of office are Elaine Christofilis, Stella
Economy, Michael Karagoulis, Curt Kosal, Vackis
Nicolaou, Georgana Popoff, George Sinas, and
SueVlahakis.

B. Nomination and Election of Board of Elec-
tions, 3 members to be elected ACTION ITEM

C. Election of 3-person Board of Auditors -
ACTION ITEM

D. Proposed Amendment to the Bylaws:
Amend 6.1 to read: “The Parish Council, the
elected administrative body of the Parish, shall
consist of twetre{12) fifteen (15) members in good
standing. The Priest serves as an ex-officio mem-
ber of the Council.”

E. Proposed Budget 2006 - ACTION ITEM
7. Adjournment and Prayer




PHILOPTOCHOS

By. .. .Soussana Tesseris

As we begin a new Fall season we are prepar-
ing for many productive and worthwhile activi-
ties for our parish. Prospective new members
of Philoptochos and our church community
many not be aware of how well this community
has always come together and worked united
through the years. We can all be proud of the
history of this group of people. While we have
various organizations in our parish, we are all
part of a big Orthodox family who has always
worked with each other and prospered. Itis not
just the members of Philoptochos who look out
for others in need. | can say that mostly every-
one in this community has supported every
event and participated in one way or another.

Keep these dates in mind as you focus ahead.
We have changed our meetings to the third
Monday evening of each month. The Board
will meet at 6:30 pm and the general meeting
will be at 7:30 pm. We hope that it is a conve-
nient time for more people and that you will
come and participate. We need everyone!

August 29....Board Meeting and Dinner, 6:00 pm
September 19............... Board Meeting 6:00 pm

September 19
WELCOME TEA FOR NEW MEMBERS,7:30 pm

September 25
** STUDENT WELCOME DINNER, 6:00 pm **

October 9.....cvvveeen. Philoptochos Coffee Hour

We will start to bake in October: BAKE SALE
IS NOVEMBER 9, 2005

October 8 Baklava
October 15&16 Spanakopita
October 22 Koulourakia
October 24 Kourabiethes
October 25 Melomacarona

There will soon be more information coming to
you!

***Philoptochos has been doing the Student
Welcome Dinner for many years and it is a good
way to bring young people who are away at
college to our parish community. Please tell
your young people about it and come and sup-

port this event.

GOYA

By. . . .Maria Alexander & Koula Nicolaou

Goya is a youth group for High School ages,
grades 9-12. Our group consists of fund rais-
ers, a lock-in, talks with Father Mark, basket-
ball tournament and a bowling tournament.

Advisiors are Koula Nicoulaou, e-mail,
vackis@aol.com, and Maria Alexander,e-mail,
mmdtalexander@comcast.net.

New and returning members are asked to e-mail us
with NAME, E-MAIL, and PHONE, to update our list.

September 11, at 2:00 p.m. will be our Kick-off activ-
ity at the house of the Nicolaou’s. At that time we
will hold our first meeting and election of officers.
Pizza will be supplied. We ask everybody to bring a
sidedish or dessert to pass. Families are welcomed.
Please let us know if you are coming or not coming.

All Goyan members are asked to help at the AHEPA
Greek Village Fest on September 18, 2005. More
information will follow.

CONDOLENCES TO....
- Robert and Roberta Schneiderman on the

passing of his mother this month. May her
memory be eternall!

CHOIR
By. . . .Ruthie Munk

The choir will kick off the fall with abarbecue pot-luck
the weekend of September 9.

We're always looking for more singers -- we would
love to have you join us! We will resume Thursday
practices on September 15 at 7:30, and will con-
tinue through September. We are expanding our
repertoire with some new music for the Liturgy and
for upcoming feast days -- there should be some
new, beautiful sounds coming soon from the choir!

If you have questions or are interested in checking
out the choir, contact Ruthie Munk at 372-5062.

CONGRATULATIONS TO. ..

The Heos & Brancheau families, who witnessed
the marriage of Pamelato Jeffrey on July 1, 2005.
The couple reside at 620 Whitehills Drive, East
Lansing. They join Christi Ellen at home.




RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
By. . . .Stephanie Haynie

Welcome Back to School!!

Dates for your calender:

September 11 - Sunday School registration dur-
ing coffee hour, and the Agiasmos service
September 18 - First day of classes.

Sunday School Teacher Opportunity. Are you
interested in being a lead teacher or co-teacher
for the pre-school class? Please contact
Stephanie Haynie, 351-8228, for more informa-
tion.

Oratorical Festival Chairperson Needed. Please
consider chairing this special educational event
for the youth of our church. This is a very en-
riching experience for the students who partici-
pate. In order to continue the annual competi-
tion we need a chairperson. The time commit-
ment is minimal, contact Stephanie Haynie if you
would like more information.

“Gifts of the Heart.” Please take the time to make
a donation to our collection for the I.O0.C.C. pro-
gram, “Gifts of the Heart.” We are collecting
health or school kits. You may put the Kits to-
gether yourself or donate individual items that
will be used to make the kits. Bins are located
in the large social room and in the Sunday
School wing where you may drop off your items.
There are flyers available on the Sunday School
bulletin board that specify what items are
needed for the kits. Thank you for helping!

UPDATE
By. . . .Michael Karagoulis

STEEPLE. Our new steeple was to have been
installed in July; however, a delay occurred due
to some assembly problems at the manufacturer
in Cleveland. These problems have been re-
solved, and the project is moving forward. A
new installation date will be chosen for early
September. Michael Karagoulis is making regu-
lar visits to Cleveland and has additional infor-
mation for those who may be curious.

DOME. The dome for the icon of the Pantokrator
will be installed the week of August 22. It is now
in the lobby as preparations are being made.
Pardon our mess.

AHEPA
By. . . .Phillip Frangos

The summer is drawing to a close and what
better way to end it than by attending AHEPA's
annual Labor Day picnic. For the fourth con-
secutive year, AHEPA invites all of the Holy Trin-
ity community to the free picnic which once
again will be held at Patriarche Park, located at
Saginaw and Alton Streets, in East Lansing. The
picnic will begin at noon on Monday, Septem-
ber 5. There will be great food, music and
games. The park has all sorts of sports facili-
ties so bring equipment for any sport you feel
like playing - tennis, baseball, basketball. The
event has become one which is enjoyed by pa-
rishioners of all ages. Good fellowship is the
order of the day. This year, AHEPA will have the
entire pavilion at its disposal. So, don’t miss
out on all the fun - join our fellow parishioners
on Labor Day for a great time!

On Sunday, September 18, AHEPA will again
host the Greek Village Feast. Inaugurated last
year, the dinner proved to be an overwhelming
success. The event was sold out with 235 guests
enjoying adinner featuring succulent leg of lamb
with all the trimmings, Greek pastry, and Greek
wine. Elsewherein thisissue of the Lamplighter
you will find a flyer providing complete infor-
mation for this year’s dinner. The menu is the
same. The price -$25.00 - remains the same.
The time - 5:00 p.m. - and place - Holy Trinity’s
Social Hall - also remain the same. As was the
case last year, there will be live Greek music
and entertainment will be provided by our youth.

What AHEPA desires most to remain the same
is your participation. Don’t miss out - reserve
your table of eight now. Last year many people
had to be turned away because of space limita-
tions. Also at this year’s event, Wolverine Chap-
ter will honor its six life members, i.e., individu-
als who have been members of AHEPA for at
least fify years. The six honorees include Angelo
Vlahakis, Chuck Baryames, Chris Baryames,
Gus Carantza, Mike Curtis, and Alex Vanis. Ifan
evening of wonderful food, music, and entertainment
are not enough to entice you, then join AHEPA in
paying tribute to these six stalwart individuals who
have contributed so much to our community.

Contact any officer of AHEPA to make reserva-
tions - Vackis Nicolaou, Mike Alexander, Phillip
Frangos, Tony Fragale, George Lafkas, or David
Pridnia. Don’t delay.




AN OPPORTUNITY TO HELP
ETHIOPIAN ORPHANS

By. .. .Mary Brown

Do you ever hear statistics about the thousands of
orphans in Africa due to the HIV/AIDS epidemic,
droughts, or civil warfare -- or see heart wrenching
photos of children in the newspaper -- and wonder
“How could | possibly help these suffering little
ones?” Well, our parish has been given an opportu-
nity to minister to Christ in these “the least of his
brethren,” in this case, orphans in Ethiopia.

This fall Holy Trinity will conduct a fundraising ef-
fort to help Orthodox nuns of Gethsemane Monas-
tery in Sebeta, Ethiopia expand an orphanage they
have opened in Dire Dawa, on the Somali border.
You can view pictures and a newspaper article on
the bulletin board in the church foyer for more infor-
mation about these orphanages.

The new orphanage in Dire Dawa is desperately
in need of more classrooms and a health clinic.
Towards this purpose, a second collection tray
will be passed on two Sundays this fall and a spe-
cial coffee hour will be held. Watch the weekly
bulletins for dates and details.

If you would like to contribute sooner, please write a
check to Holy Trinity with a notation “for Ethiopian
orphans” and give it to Mary Heiderson in the office,
along with a list of names the nuns can pray for.

YARD MAINTENANCE

Hot weather has been hard on greenery around
the church this summer. Additional help with
weed-pulling and pruning is much appreciated.
What a great way to get some exercise while
serving in the house of the Lord. Please con-
tact Michael Karagoulis if you are willing to help.

PROSPHORON: Reminder

Sunday, September 4................. Debbie Putnam

Thursday, September 8............... Billie Rouches
The Nativity of the Theotokos

Sunday, September 11................... Ellen Rzepka

Wednesday, September 14................. Ina Samra
The Elevation of the Holy Cross

Sunday, September 18................ Tammy Samra

Sunday, September 25............. Dorothy Schaeff

MOTHER TERESA'S

BUSINESS CARD
Relayed by. . . .Mary Heiderson

No one returned empty-handed from Mother
Teresa. She would press a medal of the Virgin
Mary into the palm of their hands, or a piece of
paper with a prayer which she said, or a quota-
tion from the Holy Bible. These she would auto-
graph if asked to do so, no matter how pressed
she was for time.

The pile of business cards handed to Mother
Teresain return, if placed one on top of the other,
would have reached heaven! But Mother herself
had no ‘business’ card and it did not cross her
mind until one day, a businessman who met her
briefly and wanted to contact her again, asked,
‘Mother, may | have your business card?’ Mother
delved into the cloth bag with wooden handles
that she carried when traveling and handed him
a prayer card. He looked at it and asked again,
‘Mother, don’t you have a business card?’

Mother thought about the gentleman’s question
and late one night, she wrote out her own ‘busi-
ness’ card in five lines:

The fruit of SILENCE is Prayer

The fruit of PRAYER is Faith

The fruit of FAITH is Love

The fruit of LOVE is Service

The fruit of SERVICE is Peace
--Mother Teresa

There was no address or telephone number!

When these omissions were brought to her at-
tention, Mother said that she did not think it was
important. “ This is very good “business!” It makes
people think. Sometimes they ask me to explain
it. But you see, everything begins with prayer that
is born in the silence of our hearts. Among your-
selves you can share your own experience of your
need to pray, and how you found prayer, and what
the fruit of prayer has been in your own lives.”

PRAYERS FOR THE HEALTH OF

- Maris Mangopoulos

- Steve Mangopoulos
- Electra Nicolaou

- Liana Pridnia

- Martha Stathopoulos







MEMBERSHIP
As of August 15, 2005

The following parishioners have submitted their
member-steward forms as of August 15.

Please help us ensure the accuracy of our
records.

IF you believe your name has been inadvert-
ently omitted, or if the spelling is inaccurate,
contact the Parish Office at 482-7341. , between
9:00 and 1:00. Thank you.

A
George & Leila Abdallah
Reva Abood
Helen Alexander
Michael & Maria Alexander
Voula Alimonos
Stephen Andreadis
Arthur & Rhea Arvanites
Christopher Arvanites

B
Charles & Zoe Bassos
Art Baryames
Charles & Rosalie Baryames
George & Athena Bontos
Jeffery Brancheau & Pamela Heos
Dennis & Alexis Branoff
Alex & Mary Brown

C

Gus & Betsy Carantza
Cris Platsis Chamis
Demetra Christofilis
Elaine Christofilis
John & Glykeria Christofilis
James & Irene Christophill
Gust & Martha Cloumas
Nick & Karen Colovos
Dimitri Constant
Errikos & Maria Constant
Nadina Constant
George Contompasis
Kathleen Costianes
Michael & Koula Curtis

D

Katina Dart
Diane Dellis
Gregory Deliyanne
Anne Kontas DeRose
Gregory G. Dines

E

John & Christina Economopoulos

Diana Economy
R. George & Stella Economy
Elaine Efstathiou

F
Richard & Pamela Farran
Delores Fesenmyer
Hiram & Delores Fitzgerald
Tony & Georgia Fragale
Maria T. Frangos
Maria |. Frangos
Philip & Tula Frangos
Themistocles P. Frangos

G

Nickolas Garyet
Gregory & Rosemary Gavrilides
George & Irene Gazos
Pauline Geovanes
Peter Grivas

H
Eric & Stephanie Haynie
Ken & Nancy Hayward
Goldie Heos
James & Cassandra Heos
Cynthia Hoag
Daniel & Kathy Hogg
Alicia Hostetler

J
Kay Jennings
Kristen Jennings
Yvonne Joseph

K
George & Maria Kafantaris
Helen Kaliyanakis
Emma Kalush
Mercouri & Faith Kanatzidis
Bob & Georgia Kaplan
Michael & Lynne Karagoulis
John & Coleen Karakitsos
Vasiliki Karakitsos
George Kastros
Betsy Kateyiannis
Christos & Vicki Kateyiannis
Jim & Athina Katsiris
Peter & Frances Katsiris
Gus & Connie Kavalaris
Mary Kavalaris
Jamie Savvas Kelly
Gregoris & Anastasia Kimbouris
Jon & Bonnie King
Catherine Koncar
Curt & Leslie Kosal
Mary & Marina Kotsifis
Jeanette Koukios
Gus Kouklis
Sophia Koutouzos




Gregory & Georgia Krantz
Nicholas Kritselis
William & Elaine Kritselis

L

George Lafkas

Bertha Laskaris
Thomas & Nikki Lennox
Sonia Lewis

Tina Lewis

Chrisoula Limber
Nicholas Limber
Alexander & Zana Litos

M

Anastasios Malvetis
Nancy Malvetis
Stavros & Maria Mangopoulos
Kostas & Sofia Manolakoudis
George & Mary Ann Mansour
Pericles & Georgia Markakis
Andrew Michelakis
Anna Ruth Munk
Gerald & Janice Munk

N
Michael & Alice Nasif
Christina Neros
Nicholas & Stacie Neros
Phillip & Helen Nicholoff
Vackis & Koula Nicolaou
Nicole Dellis Nystrom

P

Megan Papanikolas
George & Ann Pappas
Jim & Julia Pappas
Stephanie Pappas
Olga Pascalanos
Peter Pascalenos
Tom Pascalanos
Nikolaos Pehlivanoglu
Stephanie C. Perentesis
John & Dorothy Petroff
Shannon & Christine Pike
Charles Pizanis
George & Barbara Platsis
Metodi & Marcia Pogoncheff
Daniel & Georgana Popoff
Presvytera Alexandra Poulos
David & Liana Pridnia
Peter Priggooris
Charles & Debbie Putnam

R

C. Nicholas Revelos
Billie Rouches
Ellen Rzepka

S

Harry Saites

Ted & Ina Samra
Dorothy Schaeff
Roberta Schneiderman
George & Georgia Scofes
Charles & Lisa Semerly
Stella Semerly
Katherine Sgouris
Lola Shattuck
Charlotte Sinadinos
James & Barbara Sinadinos
George & Sheryl Sinas
Dan Skorich
Eleanor Spalding
Gregory & Effie Spiridakos
Richard Smith & Cynthia Stajos
Louis & Bess Stamatakos
Dimitri & Martha Stathopoulos
George Stavrakis
Elan Stavros
George & Pamela Stevenson
Elias Strangas
Ljubica & Milan Suzic
Nenad & Mirjana Suzic
T
John & Alexandria Takis
Archie Tarpoff
Andreas Tassopoulos
Demosthenes Tassopoulos
Eleftheria Tassopoulos
Maria Tassopoulos
Frank Tegge
George & Soussana Tesseris
Spiro & Sophia Tesseris
Peggy Thodis
Spiridon & Krisoula Tzumakas
V
Alex & Antonia Vanis
Stuart & Elizabeth Vanis
Frank Vivio
Angela Vlahakis
Angelos & Betty Vlahakis
James & Susan Vlahakis
Louis & Mary Vlahakis
Marilyn Vlahakis
Nicholas Vlahakis
Mary Volakakis
Sava & Dee Vosovic
Richard & Nonie Vsetula
W
Richard & Joan Webster
Patricia Willard
Richard & Nicole Woods
Tamara Wright
Z

Nicholas Zabrodsky




Great Lakes Folk Festival Work & Fun
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Jan Munk, reporting for duty

The front counter , Zoe, Mary & Maria




